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ro THE 
CHRISTIAN READER, 


0 HH E that ſaith he is in the light, ami hateth his brother, 
1 is in darkneſs even until now.” , tue believe the 
lively oracles of God, we are all brethren and fellvu citizens 
of the evorld—under one great Lord and Maſter. The moſt 
high God hath made of one blood all nations of men; we are 
alſo his offspring, and we are all probationers for & happy 
eternity in this our mortal day. Minifdgrs of the goſpel 
are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, and it is their neumbent duty to 
pray us, in Chriſt's ſtead, to be reconciled to God, 2 Cor. 
v. 20. but, alas! there are many Caluiniſtical divines f 
all denominations, who blaſphemouſiy endeavor to perſua 
mankind that the greateſt part of them are rejected from 
eternity, and ronſequently left in a ſtate of preterition in 
time. Are theſe men the ſervants of the moſt high God 
which ſhew unto us the way of ſalvation? I muſt own I 
think this nation is in a woful plight, when ſuch baneful 
tenets are propagated with umpunity, and embraced as | 


genuine. 


In the preceding part of this pamphlet I have endeavored to 
convince the votaries of this fallacious doctrine of their groſs er- 
rors indiſcriminately; but in the ſubſequent pages I have uſed 


the inſolence to pay my beſt reſpetts to that learned Gentleman 


who is at the head of the primum mobile, even Mr. AuGus- 
TUs TorrApr, the ſagacious and incomparable tranſlator 
of ZANCHIUS, owing to 4a a e lately publiſbed, 
intituled, More Work for Mr. John Weſley. This 
impudent calumnious libel was ſoon wafted by the elect 
fraternity, with great exultation, to all parts of the kingdom: 
it 


N 


friend to a 
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it was deemed a maſter- piece of the kind, inimitable, 
and unanſwerable Curioſity prompted me to caſt an eye 
on this elaborate performance; but, O monſtrous prodigy, 
how great was my aſtoniſhment ond compunction, when [1 
perceived, on a flight inſpection, that it was only a rhapſody 
of blaſphemy and nonſenſe—the effluvia diftilled from the 
alembec of the ent huſiaſtic and deluded brain of a party æealot. 


Mai may reaſonably conclude that our learned divine is in- 


timately acquainted with the writings of àmadis de Gaul, 


for he is à mere Quixote in divinity :—he objects againſt 


conſequences which are deducible from his own pamphlet—he 
doth endeavor firenuouſly to delineate imaginary decrees 7 
election and rejection, under pretence of vindicating the 
decrees and providence of God—be doth ſuppoſe juſtice to 
conſiſt in one branch of the exerciſe of it be conſiders the 
mercy of God under a two-fold view, and yet excludes a 
great part of the human race from hope of mercy from eter- 
nity, under either of theſe two-feld views ; and be declares 
that we cannot fight againſt reprobation, without fight- 
ing againſt God. He doth admit that hatred is . 
ture aſcribed to the God of love ; whereby he doth endeavor 
to make it a divine attribute: he fpeaks of negation of bene- 
valence in that divine majeſty, whaſe works creation and 
providence are an univerſal benevolence : he doth 4nſolently 
affirm, that the murderers of the ever bleſſed and adorable 
Feſus acted according to a decree predeſtinated in all its cir- 


cumſtances, when they imbrued their wicked hands in his 
+ . [ 


precious blood. 


Upon the whole, I felemnly declare, that what I have pub- 


iſhed was done with a ſingle eye to the glory of Cod and the 


welfare of immortal ſouls. I do not bear the leaſt ill will to 


the perſon of Mr. Toplady ; but as a chriſtian. I abhor to 


hear him arraign the mercy of Cod, and depreciate the ſuffer-. 
inss 0 _y_ and, as a member of the community, and a 

I mankind, I deteſt his partial contradted ſyſtem 
of reden;ption. | FC . 


Let the tens reader peruſe this pamphlet, and then 
Judge for himſelf, whether his documents are conſonant to the 
word of God. Haſt thou faith? have it to thyſelf before 
God. Happy is he that condemneth not himſelf in that 


which h alloweth,” Rom. Xiv. 22. 
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M OR EB WORK 
FOR T HE 
PRE DESTINA RIAN. 


T is recorded, in Gen. i. 26. that God ſaid, 3 Let 
us make man in our image, after our likeneſs.“ 


Well, it will be granted, that the moſt high God did 


make man in his image, and after his likeneſs: but we 


are informed in chap. iii. that Adam fell from the ſtate 
of innocence in which he was created by his diſobedi- 
ence in eating the forbidden fruit, for which he was 
doomed to die: „ for duſt thou art, and unto duſt 
ſhalt thou return,” a iii. 19. 


But, pray, did all who poſterity of Adam fall in 
him? Yes, indeed, they did, Death is a legacy be- 


queathed to us by our. firſt parents, and the grave is 
the general hoſpital for mankind; * Wherefore, as by 


one man ſin entered into the world, and death by ſin; 
and ſo death paſſed upon all men; for that all have ſin- 
ned, Rom. v. 12. Death paſſed upon all men, and like- 
wiſe upon little children, that have not ſianed after the 
ſimilitude of Adam's tranſgreſſion, as a corrupt ſtream 
paſſeth from a corrupt fountain. A good tree cannot 
A bring 
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bring forth evil fruit; neither can a corrupt tree bring 


forth good fruit,” Matt. vii. 18. Can a filthy incurable 
leper, or a perſon polluted with the venereal or ſome 
other loathſome diſeaſe, beg-t pure, undefiled, wholſom 


children? will not rather the obnoxious efluvia of his 


contaminated blood flow in the veins of his offspring ? 
will not the contagion infect his poſterity, until ſome 
offectual cure can be obtained? 


This was our 1 ſituation: Adam acted as a 
public perſon, as the common repreſentative of all 
mankind; and when he fell, the pitcher was broken at 
the fountain; and the wheel broken at the ciſtern. 
We are informed, Heb. vii. 10. that Levi was yet in 
the loins of his father when Melchiſedec met him. In 
like manner all the human race were in the loins of 
Adam when the devil met and vanquiſhed him. Con- 
ſequently, every man and woman that are engendered 


of the offspring of Adam fell in him. Behold I was 


ho in iniquity, and in fin did my mother conceive 


„ Pfalmli. 5. 
However, bleſſed be God, there was a Saviour pro- 


miſed ſoon after the fall. And I will put enmity | 


between thee and the woman, and between thy ſeed 


and her ſeed : It ſhall bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt 


bruiſe his heel,” Gen. iii. 15. Here is a gracious pro- 
miſe, that the ſeed of the woman ſhall bruiſe the head 
of the ſerpent. And in chap. xxii. 18. it is recorded, 
that an angel of the Moſt High God promiſed Abra- 
ham, that in his ſeed all the nations of the earth 


mould be bleſſed.” 
Here 


* 
—— 


- 
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Here a queſtion of infinite importance ſtarts: 


7 this promiſed Meſſiah, who was born in the days VE 


Herod, the ſon of Antipater, and crucified at Jeruſalem, 
the Redeemer of the whole world, or of ſome particular 
perſons only? I anſwer, with humble adoration, That 
the ever bleſſed and adorahle Jeſus was a propitiatory 
ſacrifice for the ſins of the whole world, and he is the 


propitiation for our ſins, and not for ours only, but 


alſo for the ſins of the whole world,” 1 John ii. 2. 
„ Behold, all ſouls are mine; as the ſoul of the father, 
ſo alſo the ſoul of the ſon is mine. The ſoul that ſin- 
eth, it ſhall dic,” Egek. xvii. 4. The highway of 
the upright is to depart from evil: He that keepeth his 
way, * his ſoul, Prov. xvi. 17. 


From hence we a gather, 1. That all fouls are 
the Almighty's. 2. That the ſoul that ſinneth ſhall 


die; conſequently, the moſt high God is no reſpectet 
of perſons. 3. That the way of the upright to depart 


from evil, is a highway (if ſo free) for all perſons to 


walk in. And, 4. As an incentive ſo to do, he that 


keepeth his way preſerveth his ſoul ; and the moſt high 
God ſwears, that he hath no N in the death 
of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way | 
and live: Turn ye, turn ye, from your evil ways, for 

why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael?“ This is the lan- 

guage of ſeripture, which will remain incontrovertible 
till time ſhall be no more: but the Spirit ſpeaketh ex- 

preſly, ** that in the latter times ſome ſhall depart from 55 
the faith, giving heed to ſedueing ſpirits, and doctrines 
of devils,” 3 Tim. iv. 1. And there are, at "this 
time, 3 of learned chriſtian diyines, and ſome of 


them famous champions i in the baneful cauſe, that en- 
A3 deavour 
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Joavour to depreciate the ſufferings of Chrift, and the 
benefits all mankind receive, or might receive there- 
by. Theſe gentlemen are ſtrenuous defenders of the 
Calviniſtical ſcheme of election and rejection, and bold- 


ly declare, that Chriſt died for few comparatively, the | 
greateſt part of mankind being rejected, and left in a 


ſtate of preterition, by the eternal decrees of God; and 
this they call election of grace, contrary to the expreſs 
word of God, who will have all men to be ſaved, and 
to come unto the knowledge of the truth,” 1 Tim. ii. 4. 


- 
* 
* 
* 


Now I beg leave to aſk theſe gentlemen the follow- 


ing important queſtion, Whether it is moſt eligible to 


endeavour to pluck the moſt high God from his throne, 


or to inſult him on it? The pope of Rome blaſphe- 


moully endeayours to pluck him from his throne, for he | 
oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above all that is called 


God, or that is worſhipped : So that he as God ſit- 
teth in the temple of God, ſhewing himſelf that he is 
God, 2 Theſſ. ii. 4. And ſure I am, the abſolute Pre- 
deftinarian blaſphemouſly inſults, or endeavours to in- 
ſult, the moſt high God upon his throne in a blaſphe- 
mous manner, when he arraigns his darling attributes 
of mercy, even the infinite mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 


It remains to be diſcovered, by the pregnant womb 


of time, whether theſe learned gentlemen will be able 


to defend their diſcordant. documents: in the mean 


time let us ſearch the ſcriptures. It is recorded, Heb. 
xiii 20. © that the God of peace brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jeſus, that great Shepherd of the 
ſheep, through the blood of the everlaſting covenant.” 


Pray, 


„ 


Pray, was not our Vieſſea Saviour the prince of peace f 3 
Was not the everlaſting covenant a covenant of peace 


and mercy to all kd? It was, if we believe the 


word of God: © Mercy and truth are met together, 


righteouſneſs and Peace have kiſſed each other, Pfalm 
Ixxxv. 10. However, the Pre eſtinarians ſpeak of 4 
new covenant, the bleſſings of which pertain to ſuch 


only for. whom Chriſt died, whoſe blood was ſhed for. 


the remiſſion of fi in, and theſe are the elect of God 


only: now I ſhould be very glad, if thoſe worthy and 


tender-hearted members of ſociety would be pleaſed to 
inform the public, when that new covenant took place, 
that makes void the tenor of the everlaſting covenant; 
the benefits of which acerue to all the poſterity of 


Adam, except they wilfully exclude themſelves by 


their obſtinacy and rebellion, even the righteouſueſs of* 
God, which is by faith of Jeſus Chriſt unto all, and up-" 
on all, them that believe, for there is no difference, Rom... 
iti. 22. © But we ſee Jeſus, who was made a little lower 
than the angels; for the ſuffering of death, crowned with 
glory and honour, that he, by the grace of God, Would 
taſte death for every man,” Heb. ii. 9. Can any man pro- 
duce one text of ſcripture that is contrary to right rea- 
ſon? I anſwer, No; I deſy any one man upon earth 
to do it. But I call heaven and earth to witneſs, that 
this blaſphemous doctrine of election and rejection is 
contrary to reaſon, ſcripture, mercy,, and juſtice, Was 


it conſiſtent with the mercy, or even the juſtice of tile 


God of love, to reject the greateſt-part of Adam's paſ- 


terity, by his eternal deerees, for a ſur which they did 


not commit in tlieir oven perſons, when he had found ai 
ranſom adequate for the Whole? And that he found 
| fuch 
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ſuch a ranſom, is abundantly proved in the Old and 
New Teſtament. If there be a meſſenger with him, 
an interpreter, one among a thouſand, to ſhew unto 
man his uprightneſs, then he is gracious unto him, and 
faith, Deliver him from going down to the pit, I have 
found a ranſom,” Job xxxiii. 23, 24. | | 


Doth not the moſt high God charge the children of 
Iſrael with ſin and rebellion for 88 to affirm, 
* That the fathers have eaten ſour grapes, and the 
children's teeth are ſet on edge? Ezek. xviii. 2, Doth 
he not, in the 29th verſe of the ſame chapter, declare, 
That his ways are equal, and that their ways were un- 
equal?“ And do we not inſolently charge God fooliſhly, 
as though his ways were unequal, to all intents and pur- 
poſes, when we preſume to affirm, that he rejected the 
greateſt part of the human race before they exiſted ? 
Doth not the ſcripture declare, © that God is no re- 
ſpecter of perfons ?” Acts x. 34. Shall not the Judge 
of all the earth do right? Did he graciouſly pardon Adam 
and Eve after they had committed fin, and leave and 
reject in a ſtate of preterition the greateſt part of their 
poſterity for that very ſin before it was committed ? 


The Supralapfarian, and Sublapſarian ſchemes, 
are alike futile and puerile ; all things are naked and 
open before the eyes of him with whom we have to nga 
at one view from . bo .. 


Pray, was not the precious blood of Chriſt able to look 
the ſin of Adam in the face? Granted, even by the elect 
fraternity, with pious ejaculations, and holy eyes lifted: 


(+ 4 


up, had it been ſo intended. Then I ſolemnly declare, 

in the glorious preſence of that Majeſty who will by 
no means clear the guilty, that if it was not ſo intend- 
ed, if Chriſt died not for all men, ſo far as to put them 
in a ſalvable ſtate, or a ſtate of probation for a happy 
eternity, an univerſal evil was only repaired by a par- 
tial good; but if we believe the lively oracles of God, we 
muſt believe, that as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt 
ſhall all be made alive,” 1 Cor. xv. 20. For therefore 

we both labour and ſuffer reproach, becauſe we truſt in 
the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, ſpeei- 
ally of thoſe that believe, x Tim. tv. 10. 


Pray, is not the God of love as good and merciful. as 
the devil is wicked and cruel ? If that be granted, how 
didit coincide with the juſtice and mercy of God (af- 
ter the devil had given a fatal ſtab to the very vitals of 
the creation, by ſeducing Adam to fin againſt God) to 
ſuffer the greateſt part of mankind to fall a victim to 
the infernal rage of this fiend ? or how did it conſiſt 
with the glory of God to heal the wound but in part, 
when the devil was the ſeducer, and his beloved Son 
the ranſom ; and likewiſe his favourite creature man, 
which he had made in his own image, the object of 
mercy ? It is recorded, Heb, xii. 24. that the blood 
of Jeſus ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel,” but 
the precious blood of Chriſt doth not ſpeak better things 
than that of Abel to thoſe unhappy perſons that were 
rejected by the eternal decrees of God: if there ate any 
ſuch, it was a great misfortune to them that Chriſt 
appeared in the world at all, for they are condemned 
to eternal miſery for not believing in a Saviour, who, 
Wes according 


3 

according to the ſentiments of ſome men, never 
thed his precious blood for them. If this plan of 
election and rejection is genuine, the devil gained, 
at the very firſt onſet, the major part of what he aimed 

at; for he deſtroyed, in the perſon of Adam, the 
greateſt part of the image and glory of God here on 
earth; for it muſt be granted, that man bears the ap- 
pellation, 1 Cor. xi. 7. But it is recorded in ſcripture, 
ac that he that committeth ſin is of the devil, for the 
devil ſinneth from the beginning; for this purpoſe the 
Son of God was manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the 
works of the devil,” x John iii. 8. We are commanded 
* to be ſober and vigilant, becauſe our adverſary the de- 
vil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, ſeeking whom he 
may devour,” 1 Pet. v. 8. And can we for a moment 
fuppoſe, that our good and gracious God is not as vigi- 
lant to do good to all the poor ſinful worms he hath 
"created, as our enemy is to do us hurt? *The Lord is 
good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his 


works,” Pſalm cxlv. 9. Our bleſſed Saviour is call- 
ed © the ſhepherd and biſhop of ſouls,” 1 Pet. 2. 25. 


What was the brazen ſerpent lifted up in the wilderneſs 
for ? Numb. xxi. 8, 9h. Was not this ſerpent a type 
of Chriſt? All that were bitten by the fiery ſerpents 


were healed as ſoon as they beheld the brazen ſerpent. 


All the children of Iſrael were permitted to look at it 
without exception; and it was elevated on a pole for 
that purpole. | | 


Pray, did the mercy received by all that looked at 
the type, exceed the mercy extended to all mankind by 
the Antitype? Search the ſcriptures: © And as Mo- 
| . ſes 


— 
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ſes lifted up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, even ſo muſt. 
the Son of man be lifted up; that whoſoeyer believeth 


in him, ſhould not periſh, but have eternal life,” John 


Hi. 14, 15. But many of the elect brethren, miniſters. 
of the goſpel, modeſtly acknowledgę, that there is a 
natural or legal repentance required of the non-elect, 
which is the only repentance they can poſſibly attain to. 
If theſe documents are inconteſt able, the non-ele& are 
not required to believe in Chriſt; and it is a certain 
truth, that a natural or legal repentance, will never 
ſave them from him that ſitteth upon the throne, and 
from the wrath of the Lamb. Awful thought! that 
miniſters of the goſpel, whoſe duty it is to entreat ſin- 
ners to repent and believe the goſpel, ſhould ſpeak of 
a legal repentance. Let us attend to the words of St. 


Paul, Now then, we are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, a8 


though God did beſeech you by us; we pray you in 
Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled to God, 2 Cor. v. 20, 
It is recorded in the xviith .chap.. of the acts of the 
apoſtles, and the 26th. and following verſes, that the 
moſt high God hath made of one blood all nations 


of men, for to. dwell on all the face of the earth, and 


hath determined the times before appointed, and the 


| bounds of their habitation ; that they ſhould ſeek the 


Lord, if haply they might feel after him and find him; ; 
and in order to excite us diligently to ſeek the Lord 
we are informed, for our further encouragement, that 
he is not far from every one of us; for in him e | 
live, and move, and have our being; for we are alſo 
his offspring; and he commandeth all men, every 
where to repent;“ and there is a cogent reaſon given, 
why it is incumbent on all men to pay due attention 
n | B Wy to 
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to that mandate; becauſe the moſt high God hath | ap- 
pointed a day, in the which he will judge the world 
in righteouſneſs, by that man whom he hath ordained. 
And it appears to be an evangelical repentance which 
is required from all men under the goſpel diſpenſation. 
& And he ſaid unto them, Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the goſpel to every creature; he that be- 
lieveth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved; but he that be- 
lieveth not ſhall be damned,” Mark xvi. 15, 16. © and 


that repentance and remiſſion of ſins ſhould be preached: 


in his name among all natione, beginning at Jeruſa- 
lem,” Luke xxiv. 47. If we believe ſcripture, the pre- 


ceptive and revealed will of God to man, is repent- 


ance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt,” Acts xx. 21. and there is a promiſe of remiſ- 


ſion of ſins to all thoſe that do repent, with a minatory 


clauſe annexed in regard to the obſtinate impenitent 
ſinner, „ but he that believeth not ſhall be damned.“ 
Let us ſearch the ſcriptures once more, in order to find 
out, if poſſible, whether the ungodly will be condemned 


at the general judgment, to ratify the eternal decrees 


of God, of election, and rejection; or for their own 
demerits, in their day and generation. And to you 
who are troubled, reſt with us, when the Lord Jeſus 
ſhall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 
in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know 
not God, and that obey not the Goſpel of our Lord 
Jeſas Chriſt,” 2 Theſl. i. 7, 8. All the human race 
will be judged in the laſt day according to their works; 
and we are informed in the firſt chap. of Romans, that 
they are without excuſe, * becauſe that when they 


knew God, they glorified him not as God:“ here is 
not 
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not one word 9 A priori en election and 
rejection. | 


The moſt high God doth abundantly pardon ini- 
quity, and tranſgreſſion, and fin, Exod. xxxiv. 7. but 
they are elect ſinners only, it ſeems, to whom this 
mercy is extended. But pray, who ſinned, the non- elect 
ſinners, or their firſt parent, that they were born blind? 
« Except a man be born again, he cannot ſee the king- 
dom of God,” John iii. 3. Very true, but can thoſe 
perſons. that were born blind, and rejected, and left 
in a ſtate of preterition by the eternal decrees of God, 
be born again ? If the.abſolute Predeſtinarian anſwers 


in the affirmative, he is guilty of horrid blaſphemy 
- againſt God; and exhibits his decrees, as unequal to 


the Law of the Medes and Perſians, which altereth | 
not; and at the ſame time, down tumbles his abſurd 
doctrine of election and: rejection: but if he anſwers in 
the negative, I join iſſue with him; upon condition, that 
he can prove from the word of God, that there is a decree 
of election and rejection; and by ſuch an attempt he ſtre- 
nouſly endeavours to make the moſt high God a liar, 
who hath declared, © that he is long- ſuffering to us- 
ward, not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all 
ſhould come to repentance,” 2 Peter ili. 9. and like- 
wiſe charges the great Creator of all things with form- 
ing in the womb, and giving a natural birth in time to, 
a vaſt number of reaſonable creatures; the greateſt part 
of which he had rejected by his eternal decrees; and 
puniſhing them with no leſs than eternal damnation 
for lack of a new-birth in Chriſt; which it was im- 
poſſible for them to attain to, if Chriſt died not for all 

B 2 | men; 


E 


men: conſequently, they muſt either periſh everlaſt- 


ingly, without being at any point of time probationers 
for a happy eternity; or force their way to glory 
through the adamantine chain of heaven's fixed deeree. 
Let us turn to Romans the 5th, and 18th, © there 
fore, as by the offence of one, judgment came upon all 
men to condemnation.” How could judgment come 
upon all men to condemnation by the offence: of one 
man in time, if ſome men were elected from eternity 
by the abſolute decree of an infinite God? This muſt be 
2 manifeſt contradiction. We are told, Romans viii. I. 
c that there is therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Chriſt Jeſus,” Why not now? the rea- 
ſon is given in the following words, „Who walk not 
after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit.” All: the people of 
God that ever exiſted, or will exiſt, which ate called 
ele in ſcripture, were in Chriſt their head from eter- 
nity, according to the foreknowledge of God; but 
not by any dectee of the moſt high God abſolutely to 
ele them, and reject the reſt of his poor ſinful crea- 
tures; proved, 1 Peter i. 2. © Ele& according to the 


fo eknowledge of God the Father through ſanctification 


of the Spirit unto obedience, and ſprinkling of the blood 
of Jeſus Chr.ſt ;” Theſe men © were by nature the chil- 
dren of wrath, even as others,” Eph. ii. 3. © therefore, 
as by the offence of one, judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation ;” the next following words are, Even 
ſo by the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came upon 
all men unto juſtification of life,” Rom. v. 18. 


Now, pray, do not the compariſons run parallel here? 
did not the free gift, through the blood of the everlaſt- 
ing 


* 
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ing covenant, come as free upon all men, that do nut 
exelude themſelves unto juſtification of life, as the 


judgment by the offence of one man came upon all men 


to-condemnation ? All men are expreſsly mentioned in 
both places; and till ſuch time as the elect, fraternity 
oan prove that part contains the whole, I ſhal! conclude 
that it did; but that would be too much for the abſo- 
lute Predeſtinarians to grant; they cannot ſufficiently 
depreciate the mercy of the love of God, and the ſuf- 
ferings of Chriſt ; if they admit the Sun of righteouſneſs 
that aroſe with healing in his wings to be the true light, 
which lighteth every man that cometh into the world: but 
they readily grant, that the ſun in the firmament affords . 
dye heat and nouriſhment to all the mineral, vegetable, 
and animal kingdoms upon earth: “ for as by one 
man's diſobedience many were made ſinners, ſo by the 
obedience of one ſhall many be made righteous,” ver. 19 
Did that glorious Majeſty who made all mankind, reject 
the greateſt part of his poor ſinful creatures from etes - 
nity, for the diſobedience of one man at the beginning 
of time, by which we were made ſinners? If we were 
made ſinners by his diſobedience, we could not poſſibly 
avoid being ſinnets; and if that be granted, our good 
and gracious God would not avoid tendering mercy to 
us all indiſcriminately. So * by the obedience of one 
ſhall many be made righteous.” If we afficm that this 
obedience was not intended for all that do not love dark- 
neſs rather than light, we give the lie to the lively oracles 
of God; if we ſay, that it was not ſufficient for all, we 
are guilty of blaſphemy againſt Chriſt ; but if we ſay, 
e that we will not come to him that we might have 
liſe,” we — in the dialect of ſcripture, John v. 40. 


Moreover, 
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Moreover, the law entered that the offence mi ght abound, 
ce but where fin abounded, grace did much more abound,” 
verſe the 20th. Doth grace much more abound, where 


ſin abounded, if the greateſt part of the human race were 


rejected by the eternal decrees of God f I preſume the 
abſolute Predeſtinarian will anſwer, No, without heſita- 
tion, ſo far as concerns the final ſtate of the non-ele& : 


« O my ſoul, come not thou into their ſecret ; unto 


their aſſembly, mine honour, be not thou united.“ 


Search the ſcriptures, and aſk wiſdom of God, ye 
learned gentlemen, who are the principal pillars of the 
Calviniſtical ſcheme of election and rejection, which 
you call election of grace; view yourſelves from this 


watch-tower, from this horizon; © if you do well, 


| ſhall not you be accepted? and if you do not well, ſin 
lieth at the door,” Gen. iv. 7. but alas! the Predeſti- 
narians, Gallio like, care for none of theſe things; 
they turn a deaf ear to many portions of ſcripture; 
both in the old and new Teſtament, ſimilar to thoſe 

I have quoted ; which clearly evince the infinite merey 
of God to mankind; and tug the oar in order to cull 
ſome texts from the writings of St. Paul, by the help 
of which they hope to eſtabliſh their diſcordant and 
blaſphemous plan of election and rejection, on a ſolid 
baſis: however, I ſolemnly declare, that I cannot find 
one ſingle paragraph in all the writings of St. Paul 
which countenances any ſuch pernicious doctrine; if 
we duly attend to the preceding, and ſubſequent words, 
and I truſt I ſhall find it no difficult taſk to prove the 


veracity of this aſſertion. But ſuppoſe for a moment, 


what I am far from granting, that there may be ſome 
texts 


l 
texts in the Romans, which at firſt view ſeem to favour 
their plan of redemption; how dare any perſon preſume 


to quibble with the writings of St. Paul, if they con- 
front all the reſt of the lively oracles of God; eſpe- 


cially in a controverſy which nearly regards the glory 


of God, and the ſalvation of mankind? To this the 
Predeſtinarians anſwer, ** That all ſcripture is given by 
inſpiration of God:“ conſequently, they may ſafely 
abide by the words of St. Paul: I grant, proftrate in 
duſt -and aſhes, that all ſcripture was given by divine 
inſpiration ; but ſtil! I think it ſafeſt to give the pre- 
ference to the words ſpoken by the moſt high God, 

and his beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt. Our good and gra- 
cious God cannot lie, and our bleſſed Saviour hath de- 
clared . that heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, but my 
words ſhall not paſs away.” Sure I am, that Paul ſpeaks 
explicitly in many places, concerning the univerſal be- 
nevolence of our great Creator to mankind, I have 
quoted ſeveral texts already from his writings, which 


prove to a demonſtration, that our bleſſed Saviour is the 


true light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world :” but St. Paul doth acknowledge, that he ſpeaks 
ſome things by permiſſion, and not by commandment ; 
and St. Peter declares, that in Paul's epiſtles are ſome 
things hard to be underſtood, which they that are un- 
learned and unſtable wreſt, as they do alſo the other 


ſcriptures, unto their own deſtruction,“ 2 Peter iii. 16. 


Therefore, let not the unſtable Predeſtinarians of our 
age reject the counſel of God againſt themſelves, by 
wreſting ſuch texts from Paul's epiſtles, in order to va- 
Iidate their blaſphemous documents; for it is hard for 


them to kick 3 the da However, as many 
of 


1 


of the Predeſtinarians think their plan of redemption is 
a ſuperſtructure built on the writings of St. Paul, 
though it is really founded on a quick-ſand, let us 


now conſider that portion of ſcripture, where St. Paul 
ſpeaks of predeſtination, Rom. viii 29. © For whom 


he did ſoreknow, he alſo did predeſtinate to be con- 
formed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 
firſt-born among wary brethren.” 


Well, it muſt be granted, that known unto the Lord 
are all his works from the foundation of the world, 
and likewiſe from eternity. Ele according to the 


forcknowledge of God the Father,” 1 Peter i. 2. theſe 
are the ſame perſons that Paul declares God did fore« 


know : but the foreknowledge of God is very far from 
being an abſolute decree of eleQion and rej ction. 


Suppoſe we reverſe the words, and then it will be for 


whom he did predeſtinate, he alſo did foreknow. Now, 
indeed, it appears to be a decree; and the foreknow- 
ledge of God is conſonant to his decree of abſolute 


predeſtination. This is the language of the abſolute 


Predeſtinarian, perhaps ; but this text informs us, © that 


whom God did foreknow, he alſo did predeſtinate;“ 


but this can be no decree, they are predeftinated ac- 
cording to the foreknowiedge of God; but if it was 
a decree, they muſt be preceſtinated according to the 
ſovereignty of God: but did not the moſt high God 
foreknow all men ? Indeed, he foreknew none with a 
foreknowledge of approbation, but his own people. 
How ſo? what! becauſe the reſt were non-ele&t ? By 


no means; but becauſe he knew that the wicked, who 


live and die in their fins, would not give diligence to 
make 
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make their calling and election fure; therefore he did 
not foreknow them, with a foteknowledge of ap- 
probation: And then wil I profeſs unto them, 1 
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work ini 
quity,” Matt. vii. 23. and the moſt high God:knew 
from eternity, that thoſe perſons, who-are called elect 
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, 
would give diligence, ſome at the third hour, and 
others perhaps at the eleventh hour, of this their mor- 
tal day, to make their calling and election ſurez theres 
fore out of his boundleſs mercy and goodneſs in Chriſt 
Jeſus, he' fortknew them with a foreknowledge of ap- 
probation. If the juſtice of God was ſatisfied, with 
the ranſom paid for Adam's tranſgreffion, there could 
hot poſhbly be any decree of rejection and preterition, 
in reſpect to his offspring that were in his loins at the 
time the ſin was committed; for the decree -itſe)f 
was a plain indication, that the juſtice of God was not 
ſatisfied in regard u the demetit of the firſt aggreſſor: 
if the moſt high God pardoned" our firſt parents, juſtice 
was fatisfied ; conſequently, thete could not poſſtbly be 
any decree of abſolute election, for ſuch a decree im- 
plies a contrary decree of abſolute rejection; which ſtill 
proves, that the juſtice of God was not ſatisfied but 
if we believe the word of God, his juſtice was ſatisfied, 
and all the poſterity of Adam ate probationers for a 
happy eternity in their day and generation. The bleſſed 
ſeed of the woman, which was to bruiſe the bead of 
the Serpent in fulneſs of time, „came unto His on, 
and his own received him not; but as many as received 
him, to them” gave he power to become the Sons of 
God, even to them that believe on his name,” John i. 

GTG 11, 


. 
IT, 12. If the moſt high God made an abſolute decree 
of election and rejection, there was no everlaſting co- 
venant of peace; abſolute decrees exclude all cove- 
nants: it muſt be ſtupid blaſphemy to ſpeak of an ever- 


laſting covenant of peace and abſolute decrees of 
election and rejection. | 


2 Mae it will be granted, that the precious blood of 
Chriſt. was ſufficient to ſave all mankind, without a 
decree of election and rejection. Abſolute election 
doth depreciate the glorious ranſom that was paid for 
ſin; and abſolute rejection doth depreciate the mercy 
of him that accepted the ranſom, and impeach his 
juſtice. If the moſt high God, to manifeſt his ſove- 
reign juſtice, rejected, and left in a ſtate of preterition, 
from eternity, the greateſt part of his poor finful, crea- 
tures, for whom the precious blood of Chrift was not 
ſhed 3 certainly he would, to manifeſt his ſovereign 
mercy, ſave thoſe few that he abſolutely elected, with- 
out ſuffering the precious blood of Chriſt to be ſhed 
at all. We muſt either grant this, or blaſphemouſly 
affirm, that ſovereign juſtice is predominant to ſove- 
reign mercy; for whom he did foreknow, he alſo 
did predeſtinate to be conformed to the image of his 
Son.” Therefore, predeſtination is the ſovereign and 
immutable will of God in Chriſt Jeſus to extend mercy, 
and give grace in this life, and eternal happineſs in the 
world to came, to all the apoſtate race of Adam, with- 
out exception; «whom he did foreknow would be 
willing and obedient to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, according to the tenor of the everlaſting cove- 
nant, through ſanctificatiog of the Spirit, and ſprink- 

ling 
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ling of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt,” 1 Peter i. 2. For 
this is the will of God, even your ſanctification. 
1 Theſſ. iv. 3. All the people of God were choſen in 
Chriſt before the foundation of the world; Eph i. 4. 
but they were not choſen by any decree, but according 
| to the foreknowledge of God; proved in the 13th verſe 
of the ſame chapter, In whom ye alſo truſted, after 
that ye heard the word of truth, the goſpel of your ſal- 
vation: in whom alſo after that ye believed, ye were 
ſealed with that Holy Spirit of promiſe.” What is the 
reaſon that all perſons under the goſpel diſpenſation are 
not conformed to the image of the Son of God, and 
ſealed with that Holy Spirit of promiſe? Is it becauſe 
the greateſt part of them were not predeſtinated ? I an- 
ſwer, No, by no means; but they could not be pre- 
deſtinated to eternal life, becauſe the moſt high God 
knew that they would reject his Son, and refuſe to be 
conformed to his image; © and except ye repent, ye 
| ſhall all likewiſe periſh,” Luke xiii, 3. “But if our 
goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that are loſt; in whom 
the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them 
which believe not, leſt the light of the glorious goſpel 
of Chriſt, who is the image of God, ſhould ſhine upon 
them,” 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. The laſt clauſe in Rom. viii. 29. 
is, that ** he might be the firſt-born among many 
brethren :” indeed our bleſſed Saviour is © the firſt- 
born of every creature,” Col. i. 15. and he is the only 
one, that ever was born of a woman, holy, harmleſs, 

undefiled, ſeparate from ſinners, in ſoul and body. . | 


Let us now proceed to the zoth verſe, « Moreover, 
whom he did. predeſtinate, them he alſo Sale and 
C 2 whom 
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whom he called, them he alſo juſtified; and whom he 
juſtified, them he alſo glorified.” But doth not the. 
moſt high God call all men indiſeriminately to repent- 
ance ? Tanſwer, Yes, he doth call all men to repent- 
ance, if we believe the word of God; and thoſe that 
die in their fins refuſe to obey the call; © ſald there- 
fore unto you, that ye ſhall die in your fins: for if ye 
believe not that Tam he, ye ſhall die in your ſins,“ John 
viii. 24. Turn you at my reproof: behold I will pour 
out my Spirit unto you, 1 will make known my words 
unto you; becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed; I have 
ſtretched out my hand, and no man regardeth ; but ye 
have ſet at nought all my counſel, and would none of 
my reproof : I alfo will laugh at your calamity ; I will 


mock when your fear cometh ;** Prov. the 1ſt chap. 23d 


and following verſes. And whom he called, them he 
alſo juſtified,” Very true, © he is juſt; and the juſti- 
fier of him which believeth in Jeſus,” Rom. iii. 26. 

but ſinners that will not repent and believe the goſpel, 

cannot be juſtified by faith in Chriſt; nor have recon- 
ciliation through his precious. blood; * and without 
faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God: for he that cometh to 


' God, muſt believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder 
of them that diligently ſeek him,” Heb. xi, 6. That finner 
who will not deny himſelf, take up his croſs, and follow 


Chriſt in this world, cannot expect to be glorified n. 
him! in the world | to come. 
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Upon the whole, I dt find the leaſt hint given in 


regard to abſolute election and rejection in this portion 


of ſeripture; however, 1 know very well that the 
Predeſtinarians will fcoff at ls aſſertion ; they declare 
: that 
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1 
that Chi died for the elect 1 3 they modeſtly. ace 
knowledge that all men are commanded to repent ; but 
at the ſame time they aſfinm, that the elec only can ab- 
tain evangelical, repentance; they ſay, that they believe 
all may be ſaved that will; but that none can will to be 
ſaved, except they pertain to their election of grace 5 con- 


ſequently-in their judgment, according to this plan of 


univerſal redemption, we depreciate the ſufferings of 
Cnriſt and exalt the free will of man... Lanſwer, I deteſt 


the thought, I believe ** that every one that doeth evil, 
hateth the light, neither cometh. to the light, Jeſt his 
deeds ſhould be reproved, John iii. 20. We ars 
all as an unclean thing, and all our righteouſneſſes are 
as filthy rage, Iſa. Ixiy. 4. We are not ſufficient 
of ourſelves to think any thing as of qurſelyes; but our 
ſufficiency is of God, 2 Cor. iii. 5. but yet, I ſincerely 
believe that ur good and gracious God was ſo. far 
from rejecting any of the human rage by his eter- 
nal. decrees, -5* that he is not willing that any ſhould 
periſh, but that all ſhould come to repentance,” 2. Peter 
iii. 9. conſcquently, be affords the means of ſalvation 
ta all mankind, The will of God is commonly, and 
very well diſtinguiſhed into the will of. his purpoſe, 
and into the will of his precept; his decrees: or Som- 
mands; his will of purpoſe is his deeree,: and reſpecta 
what ſhall be done by him; and is often kept ſecret 
from us: his will of precept is his command, what 
ought to be done by us. What is the duty God requires 
of man? Anſwer, Obedience to his revealed will: 
What is the revealed will of God i As Igliye, ſaith 
te Lord God, L have no pleaſure in the death f che 
wicked; but that the wicked: * way and 
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live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why 
-will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael!” Ezek. xxxiii. 11. 
What is the revealed preceptive will of God? I an- 
ſwer, He commandeth all men every where to re- 
pent.“ Acts xvii. 30. een i 


Are theſe things ſo? What! doth the moſt high 
God to diſplay his mercy, « ſwear that he hath no 
pleaſure in the death of the wicked ;” and by his will 
of precept, command “all men every where to repent; 
if he hath, by his eternal decrees (which are his will of 
purpoſe) rejected and left in a ſtate of preterition, the 
greateſt part of the human race from eternity? Will 
the abſolute Predeſtinarian, abſolutely charge the moſt 
high God with prevarication and diſſimulation, and 
blaſphemouſly affirm, that his will of preceptis diame- 
trically oppofite to his will of purpoſe or his eternal de- 
crees? Tremendous thought ! we ſhall be better in- 
formed when the King will take account of his ſer- 
vants; that he may know how much every man 
hath gained by trading.“ Luke xix. 15. Our gracious 
God hath not rejected any man by his eternal de- 
crees, but the ungodly reje& Chriſt; he that reject- 
eth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that 
judgeth him: the word that I have ſpoken, the ſame 
ſhall judge him in the laſt day,” John xii. 48. We are 
commanded to pray that the will of God may be done 
in earth, as it is in heaven; but the preceptive will of 
God is not done in earth; if it was, there would none 
of the human race periſh in their fins ; our bleſſed Lord 
hath declared, that men will not come to him that 
they might have life,” John v. 40. The obdurate ſin- 

ner 
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ner reſiſteth the Holy Ghoſt: © Ye ſtiff necked and 
uncircumciſed in heart and ears, ye do always reſiſt 
the Holy Ghoſt : as your fathers did, ſo. do ye,” Acts 
vii. E Ns , 


The abſolute Predeſtinarians ought to conſider with 
tears, who made man, what man is made of, what he 
is, and what he ſhall be; before they inſolently con- 
ſign his unborn ſoul to hell by a chimera of theic 
empty and deluded brains, which they blaſphemouſly call 
a decree of rejection and preterition. Some men affirm, 
that man is but a poor ſpirit dragging about a dead 
carcaſe; but there is a thing called conſcience in man, 
which doth warn every man to fly from the wrath to 
come, and take hold of the horns of the altar, before the 
avenger of blood overtake us: but I ſee another law 
in my members, warring againſt the law of my mind, 
and bringing me into captivity to the law of fin, which is 
in my members,” Rom. vii. 23. Conſcience is the law 
of the mind to Chriſtians and Infidels, proved, Rom. 
ii. 14, 15. For when the Gentiles, which bave not 
the law, do by nature (that is by the law of the mind 
ſpoken of before) the things contained in the law, theſe, 
having not the Jaw, are a law unto themſelves ;” which 
ſhew the work of the law written in their hearts, their 
conſcience alſo bearing witneſs, and their thoughts the 
mean while acculing or elſe excuſing one another, 
Conſcience is the law of our mind, and the law in our 
members; luſt and concupiſcence wage war againſt it, 
by which we are brought into captivity to the law 
of fin; (for in us, that is, in our fleſh, dwelleth no 
_ good thing,” Rom. vii. 18. and we read of men © hay- 


ing 
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ing their conſcience ſeared with à hot iron,“ 1 Tim. 
iv. 2. There are four denominations of men in the 
Chriſtian world; 1ſt, The openly prophane perſon, 24ly, 
The Moraliſt, 3dly, The weary and heavy laden Chtiftian, 
and 4thly, The Chriſtian that hath received the Spirit of 
adoption; whereby he may cry, 4 Abba F ather. HE 


How is the prophane perſon to come to Chet that 
he might have life? I anſwer, Conſcience i is our [chool- 
maſter to bring us to the holy law of God; and the 
law of God is our ſchoolmaſter to bring us to Chriſt. 
But the prophane perſon, that will not obey the things 


contained in the Jaw of nature, written in his heart, 


cannot ſhew the work of the law written in his heart 
by yielding obedience to the written law of God, But 


perhaps, ſome perſon may be ready to demand of me, 


Can a prophane perſon obey the dictates of conſcience ? 
I will anſwer that queſtion by aſking another ; Can we 
ſearch the ſcriptures? *I call heaven and earth to re- 
cord this day againſt you, that I have ſet before you 
life and death, blefling and curſing : therefore chooſe 
life, that both thou and thy ſeed may live:” Deut. 
XXX. 19. We muſt ceaſe to do evil, before we can 
learn to do good,” Ifa. i. 17. Doth not conſcience com- 
mand us to ceaſe to do evil, and bear witneſs of the 
evil that we do? Doth it not ſmite us with bitter re- 


morſe, when we commit fin againſt God; except we 


are hardened entirely paſt feeling, having our con- 


ſcience ſeared with a hot iron?“ Is it not our duty and 


intereſt to attend duly to the dictates of conſcience ? 


If ſome men obey the dictates of conſcience, why do 


not all men do the like? If there is no natural, cer- 
tainly 
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without ſtraw? did God from eterni tyreje& the greateſt 


part of the human race, on account of Adam's eating 


of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil; 


and nevertheleſs lodge a tree of knowledge of good and ' 


evil in the breaſts of thoſe poor rejected reprobates to 


enlighten their dark underſtanding? Do we not remain 
in darkneſs, becauſe we hate the light? Doth not a 
perverſe will proceed from wilful ignorance of divine 
things? Cannot a prophane perſon for the future redeem. 
that time at church on the Lord's-day, which he now. 
ſpends at the alehouſe ? Doth not faith come by hear- 


ing, and hearing by the word of God?” Rom. x. 17. 
Is it not his duty to ſmite upon his guilty breaſt, ſay- 


ing, God. be merciful to me a ſinner,” Luke xviii. 
13. inſtead of curſing and ſwearing every other word? 


Such a requeſt will find acceſs to the throne of grace, 


preferable to the long prayer of the hypocrite. Cer- 


tainly he can ſtay at home ſometimes, and read, and 
confeſs his ſins to God, inſtead of forming aſſociations 
with his ſwiniſh companions, or going to a bawdy- 
houſe; and if we confeſs our ſins, our gracious God 
is faithful and juſt to forgive us our fins, and to cleanſe 
us from all unrighteouſneſs,” 1 John i. 9. Aſk, and it 
it ſhall be given you; ſeek, and ye ſhall find; knock, 


and it ſhall be opened unto you: for every one that 
aſketh receiveth; and he that ſeeketh findeth; and to 


him that knocketh it ſhall be opened, Matt. vii. 7, 8. 


ls it not the duty of every man, to be true and juſt 
in all Eis dealing, to bear no malice nor hatred in his 


D heart, 


F) 
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tainly there can be no moral inability to retard their | 
progreſs, except it proceeds from their on default: 
doth the moſt high God command us to make brick: 


| 
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heart, to keep his hands from picking and ſtealing, 
and his tongue from evil ſpeaking, lying and ſlanders 
ing?” But a prophane perſon hath no will to do theſe 
things, it ſcems, nor ever can, if he is a non-ele&. 
veſlel. | e 5 


wel, then, he hath a will to be damned, and his dam 
nation ſlumbereth not. However, if you view him upon 
his death-bed, you will then hear him lament bitterly, 
becauſe he did not obey the dictates of conſcience, and 
repent and believe the goſpel; his ſentiments do not 
coincide with the Predeſtinarians at that awful period: 
he will make many fair promiſes how well he intends 
to behave for the future, if pleaſe God to ſpare his 
life: there fore, let us not charge God fooliſhly.” 
We are informed, Rev. xxii. 17, that the Spirit and 
the bride ſay, Come: and let him that heareth ſay, 
Come: and let him that is athirſt come: and who- 
ſoever will, let him take the water of life freely.“ If this 
text of ſcripture was given by divine inſpiration, how 
dare the Predeſtinarians blaſphemouſly ſpeak of a de- 
cree of rejection and preterition ? Conſcience faith, 
'Come in the firſt place, to all mankind, if we 2 
the 5 rs God, 


The next we are to ſpeak of is the Moraliſt, he 
hath obeyed the dictates of his ſchoolmaſter conſcience 
in ſome meaſure, by ceafing to do evil; and is at pre- 
ſent under the tuition of his ſchoolmaſter Moſes, like 
the ſeed of Abraham learning to do well; but he is ſtill 
in a melancholy ſituation, becauſe he honoureth him as 

a ſaviour, whom he ought to e as a ſchoolmaſter 

only: 
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only: and thinketh to inherit eternal life by doing ſome 
good thing like the rich young man that went "my ſor- 
antul, Matt. xix. 16. . 


_ What is hs man to do that he may have eternal 
life? Let him in the firſt place attend to the documents 
of his ſchoolmaſter: Curſed. be he that confirmeth 
not all the words of this law to do them: and all the 
people ſhall ſay, Amen, Deut. xxvii. 26. If he will 
read this text, he may perceive that he is curſed, if he 
confirmeth not all the words of this law to do them; 
and if he thinketh he can do them, he may ſoon be 
convinced that he cannot inherit eternal life thereby: 
& Now we know that what things ſoever the law ſaith, 
it faith to them who are under the law, that every mouth 
may be ſtopped, and all the world may become guilty be- 
fore God: Therefore by the deeds of the law there ſhall 


no fleſh be juſtified in his fight; for by the law is the 


knowledge of ſin, Rom. iii. 19, 20. If we cannot be 
juſtified by the deeds of the law, how are we to be 
juſtified in the ſight of God? Search the ſeriptures: 
« Wherefore the law was our ſchoolmaſter, to bring 
us unto Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by faith: 
but after that faith is come, we are no longer under a 
ſchoolmaſter: for ye are all the children of God by 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus,” Gal, iii. 24, 25, 26. | 


Pray, do not theſe texts of ſcripture, and many others, 
chalk out the way from prophaneneſs to morality.z and 
and trom morality to Chriſtianity ? If the law is the 
ſenoolmaſter to bring ſome men to Chriſt, Why not 
all, except they remain wilfully ignorant of the word 
| D 2 | of 
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of God? None of us can come to Chriſt, except we 
are convinced that 'we cannot be ſaved by our ſchool- 
maſter Moſes; but yet, all men muſt conſult Moſes 
before they come to Chriſt; © he came to ſave his peo- 
ple from their fins,” but not in their ſins; he hath de- 
clared, that he is the way, the truth, and the life: 
no man cometh unto the Father, but by him,“ John 
xiv. 6. Every one that is of the truth, heareth his 
voice,” John xviii. 37. Are not all perſons that en- 
deavour to. live virtuous lives welcome to come to 
Chriſt? Indeed they are invited to come, and he will 
receive them with open arms; he was very eaſy of 
acceſs, during his reſidence here below ; and frequently 
dined with publicans and ſinners, Firſt, the Spirit faith, 
Come to all ſuch perſons; and it is their duty to beg 


and implore the moſt high God to create in them a 


clean heart, and renew a right Spirit within them,” 


Pſa. li. 10. and for our further encouragement we are 


informed, Rom. viii. 26. that though we know not 
what we ſhould pray for as we ought, the Spirit itſelf 
maketh interceſſion for us with groanings which can- 
not be uttered.” Our bleſſed Saviour © will not break 
a bruiſed reed, nor quench the ſmoking flax, till he 
ſend forth judgment unto victory,” Matt. xii. 20. 
* Quench not the Spirit.” 1 Theſl. v. 19. Can a per- 
ſon who is abſolutely elected to ſalvation quench the 
bleſſed Spirit? I think not; I grant he may grieve 
the Spirit; but if he quench the bleſſed Spirit, it 
will no longer ſtrive with him, and conſequently he 
muſt die in his fins; for the moſt high God hath de- 
Clared, “that his bleſſed Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive 
with man,” Gen, vi. 3. For if we fin wilfully after 
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that we have received the knowledge of the truth, 
there remaineth no more ſacrifice for ſins,” Heb. x. 26. 
Can a rejected reprobate quench the bleſſed Spirit, 
which never ſtrove with him, nor called him to repent- 
ance and faith in Chriſt? that muſt be impoſſible; but 


a wicked man may and doth quench the bleſſed Spirit, 


that would have ſealed him to the day of redemption ; 
and cauſe him * to ſwear in his wrath, that he ſhall 
not enter into his reſt, ” Heb. iii. 11. It is recorded, 
1 Sam. xvi. 14. That the Spirit of the Lord departed 


from Saul, and an evil Spirit from the Lord troubled 
him.” 


But, pray, how can all theſe texts of ſcripture be 
true, if the moſt high God doth not will the ſalvation 


of them that periſh ? but he that being often re- 


proved hardeneth his neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deftroges, 
and that without remedy,” Prove xxix. 1. 

2dly, The ſword of the Spirit ſaith, Come; all 
ſcripture is given by inſpiration of God, and is profit - 
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
ſtruction in righteouſneſs,” 2 Tim. iii. 16. and we are 
commanded *© to take the helmet of ſalvation, and the 


ſword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, Y Eph. 
Vi. 17. jc | 


3dly, The bride, the Lamb's wife, the church of 
Chriſt ſaith, Come, and the miniſters of the goſpel ſay, 
Come, „and they that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the 
brightneſs as the firmament; and they that turn many 


(OE: 
to righteoufneſs as the ftars for ever and e Dan. 
Xit, 3. 0 fx: 


Athly, The works of creation and providence, fay, 
Come, © the heavens declare the glory:of. God, and the 
firmament ſheweth his handy-work,” Pſa. xix. i. Some 
are religious even from their youth up; having: a 
the pollutions of the world through the knowledge. of the 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Thefe men were of a x 
docile, flexible difpofition, and obey the dictates of con- | 
fcience, and the motions of the Holy Spirit; they agree 
with their adverſary quickly, whilft they are in the way 
with him : and thoſe men that are obſtinate, and refuſe to 
agree with their adverſary quickly, are ſaved, yet ſo as 
by fire, or are left to periſh without excuſe; the moſt 
high God in the day when he viſiteth, doth viſit their 
fins upon them. All men that arrive to years of ma- 
turity are under convictions for fin, at one time or 
other, more or leſs, either in time of ſickneſs or health, 
or by ſome temporal judgment; and according to their 
demeanour at that critical period will be their eternal 
ſtate; conſcience being then awake, caſts in a bill of 
indictment, and doth immediately arraign the obſtinate 
perverſe ſinner at the bar of his own thought or rea- 
ſon; and the Devil is permitted to buffet him, and 
tempt him in a terrible manner at the fame time; ſo 
that by the gripes of conſcience, and the blaſphemous 
injections of Satan, the poor guilty ſinner is caſt into 
priſon, being in dreadful apprehenſions concerning his 
eternal ſtate; and during the time he is under con- 
victions, the ever bleſſed and adorable Spirit of God is 
| graciouſly 
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graiouſly pleaſed . to preach unto this ſpirit in priſon,? 
1 Peter iii. 19. by: convincing, him of fin, and of 
righteouſneſs, and of judgment,” John xvi. 8. 1, Of 
fin againſt God, in breaking his holy and ſpiritual law 3 
2dly, Of righteouſneſs; of the infinite holineſs and pu-. 
rity of that righteous God, whoſe holy law he hath 
violated ; and, 3dly, Of judgment; of the juſtice of an 
infinite God, thus daringly offended, that will by na 
means clear the guilty, but ſhall ſhortly. “ bring every 
work into judgment, with every ſecret thing, whether 
it be good, or whether it be evil, Eccleſ. xii. 14. Upon, ' 
this, the guilty ſinner is ready, like Felix, to tremble; 
but this ſame viſitation, which “ is a ſavour of life unto 
life unto ſome men, is a ſavour of death unto death un- 
to others, 2 Cor. ii. 15. However, the Spirit and the 


| bride ſay, Come to all ſuch perſons, and ſome become 


weary, and others become weary and heavy laden: thoſe 
men that become weary, are weary. of puniſhment, but 
not weary of ſin ; they reject the day of their viſitation, 
and wil} not bear the rod, and he who hath, appointed it. 
In their diſeaſe they ſeek not to the Lord, but to the 
phyſicians; they frequently charge God fooliſhly, ang 
endeavour to amuſe themſelves in the company of the 


thoughtleſs and gay; or if they beg mercy of God, 


their dread of temporal judgments or the fear of hell, 
is the motive; they do not hate ſin for the evil and de- 
formity of ſin, committed againſt their good and gra- 
cious God; conſequently their repentance is partial, 
and not evangelical; like Judas Iſcariot they repent 
themſelves; but they do not cheriſh the motions of the 
bleſled Spirit; they are willing to relinquiſh ſome ſins, 
perhaps, for the preſent to appeaſe the clamour of con- 
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ſcience; or as a ſubterfuge to eſcape hell; but they 


have ſtill ſome Delilah or Herodias which they will 
not quit; therefore, Satan doth ſoon get an advantage 


over all ſuch perſons; becauſe they remain wilfully 


ignorant of his devices; and they are ever after quite 


careleſs and remiſs in regard to their eternal welfare; 
they ſin with greedineſs, and are more hardened in ſin 


than they were before; ſo that at laſt, the bleſſed Spirit 
ſtrives no longer with them; and the moſt high God 
giveth them over to vile affections; and then . they 
may profeſs that they know God; but in works they 
deny him, being abominable, and diſobedient, and unto 
every good work re probate, Tit. 1 i. 16. 


Thus it is, that thoſe texts of Gate are to be 
underſtood, that ſpeak of the moſt high God as hard- 
ening finners in fin, or blinding their eyes; for God 
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any 
man; ſo far is he from hardening finners hearts or 


blinding their eyes: but every man is tempted, when 


de is drawn away of his own luſt, and enticed, James 
i. 14. and it is the god of this world that hath 
blinded the eyes of them which believe not,” 2 Cor. 


iv. 4. On the other hand, thoſe men that become 


weary and heavy laden, when they are under con- 
victions for ſin, do not “ deſpiſe the chaſtening of 
the Lord, nor faint when they are rebuked of him,” 
Heb. xii. 5. for when he with rebukes doth correct 


man for iniquity, he maketh his beauty to conſume 


away like a moth,” Pſa. xxxix. 11. they thankfully 
cheriſh the motions of the bleſſed Spirit, they confeſs 
their ſins with ſtrong crying and tears; and beg and 

implore 
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implore pardon and reconciliation for Chriſt's ſake; 


they now behold fin in its proper colours, and plead 


guilty to the indictment; they hate ſin in themſelves, 
and are angry with themſelves and others for com- 


mitting fin againſt ſo, good and gracious a God; and 


are determined for the future, through divine aſſiſt- 
ance, to lead à new life, if pleaſe God to pardon 
them, and prolong their lives; and they endeavour 
to reſiſt unto blood, ſtriving aal ſin, * en 
d Suan. „ FN 


1 Dal it mill * pada. " the® a men are in- 


vited to come by the great judge, himſelf; Come 


unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy Indow, and 
I will give you reſt; take my yoke. upon you, and 
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart, and 
ye ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls: for my yoke is ealy, 
and my burden is light, Matt, xi. 28, 29, 30. But 


how is the weary and heavy laden ſinner to come to 


Chriſt? cries the holy Calviniſtical gentleman, The an» 
ſwer is mandatory, Search the ſcriptures; **No man 
can come to me, except the Father, which hath ſent 


me, draw bim: and I will raiſe him up at the laſt 


day,” Jobn vi. 44. But our bleſſed Lord hath de- 


clared, Matt. xi. 27, that * no_ man knoweth the 


Father, ſave the Son; and he to whomſoever the 
Son will reveal him ;“ how ſhall we whos theſe 
bean of ſcripture to a dae 

We are informed, chat a Wa * reveal God the 
Father to the ſinner, before the ſinner can know the 


1 and yet God the Father doth draw the nner 
n E | to 
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to the Son, or elſe the ſinner cannot come to the Son. 
Well, how doth the Son reveal the Father to the fin» 
ner, before the Father doth draw the ſinner to the 
Son? anſwered, Rom. viii. 9. ** Now if any man have 
not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of his.” The bleſſed 
Spirit of Chriſt ſaith, Come to all perſons in their day 
and generation; but the greateſt part of mankind refuſe 
to come; proved, Luke xiv. 16. & ſeq. Then ſaid he 
unto him, A certain man made a great ſupper, and 
bade many: and {exc his ſervant at ſupper-time to ſay 
to them that were bidden, Come, for all things are 
now ready. And they all with one conſent began- to 
make excuſe. The firſt ſaid unto him, I have bought 
a piece of ground, and I muſt needs go and ſee it; I 
pray thee have me excuſed. And another ſaid, I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and 1 go to prove them: I 
pray thee have me excuſed. And another ſaid, I have 
married a wife, and therefore I cannot come. So that 
ſervant came and ſhewed his lord theſe things. Then 
the maſter of the houſe being angry, ſaid to his ſervant, 
Go out quickly into the ſtreets and lanes of the city, 
and bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the 
halt, and the blind. And the ſervant ſaid, Lord, it is 
done as thou haſt commanded, and yet there is room. 
And the Lord ſaid unto the ſervant, Go out into the 
highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, 
that my houſe may be filled. For I ſay unto you, that 
none of thoſe men which were bidden ſhall taſte of my 
ſupper.” Doth not this portion of ſcripture clearly de- 
monſtrate, that the greateſt part of thoſe that were bid- 
den to the marriage-ſupper of the Lamb, both Jews 
and Gentiles refuſed to come under various pretences 
and 
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and that the King was angry with them for rejeing 
his kind invitation, and ſent forth his ſervants to in- 
vite the poor, the halt, and the blind; and declared at 
the ſame time, that none of . thoſe men which were 
bidden, ſhould taſte of his ſupper? but as many as 
are led by the Spirit of God, they are the ſons of 
God,“ Rom. viii. 14. But the penitent ſinner having 
in ſome meaſure attended to the dictates of accuſing 
conſcience, the menaces of his ſchoolmaſter Moſes, and 
the convincing energy of the ever bleſſed and adorable 
Spirit of Chriſt, becomes weary and heavy laden; then 
he is led to the Father by the ſuaſive and benign in- 
fluences of the bleſſed Spirit: he reveals God the Fa- 
ther to him, ſo far as to give him ſome lucid intervals 
of hope, that God the Father will ſtill pardon him for 
Chriſt's ſake, notwithſtanding his former iniquities, and 
his preſent deſpondency, and perturbation of mind; the 
ever bleſſed and adorable Jeſus doth appear in behalf 
of the penitent ſinner, at the throne of grace, inveſted 
with all his offices, as his Prophet, his Prieſt, and his 
King; pleads his own merits according to the tenor of 
the everlaſting covenant, and maketh interceſſion for 
him; and the moſt high God, out of his boundleſs 
mercy and goodneſs in Chriſt Jeſus, is graciouſly pleaſed 
to pardon the poor ſinner; and from that happy mo- 
ment, God the Father doth draw that pardoned ſinner 
to the Son, that he might have life, as his juſtice 
is fatisfied ; but if he hath a lively faith in Chriſt, 
he. will have. it more abundantly in this life; it is 
the duty and intereſt of every penitent ſinner to beg 
and implore the Father and fountain of mercy and 
goodnels, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, to reyeal Jeſus 
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Chriſt to them, as their Prophet, their Prieft, and their 
King. 


The moſt high God is unſearchable in his judg- 
ments, and his ways are paſt finding out; there are 
many weary heavy laden Chriſtians that reſiſt unto 
blood, ftriving againſt fin ; „who, through fear of 
death, are all their life-time ſubject to bondage,” Heb. 

ii. 15. It is the living man that doth complain and 
groan being burdened ; a body of ſin and death is 4 

load that the ungodly carry with delight and pleaſure: : 
but what will become of the weary heavy laden fin- 
ner after death, cries the elect veſſel, that is righteous 
bimſelf, and deſpiſeth others? If you lack wiſdom, aſk 
it of God, © theſe all died in faith, not having re- 
ceived the promiſes, but having ſeen them afar off,” 
Heb. xi. 13. and thoſe perſons that have really re- 
ceived the Spirit of adoption, whereby they may ſome- 
times cry, Abba Father, are frequently under the hi- 
dings of God's bleſſed countenance, if we believe the 
word of God: © Lord, by thy favour thou haſt made 
my mountain to ſtand ſtrong : thou didft hide thy face, 
and II was troubled,” Pſa. xxx. 7. But the hypocrites 
have © no bands in their death: but their ſtrength is 
firm. They are not in trouble as other men: neither 
are they * like other men,” Pſa. Ixxii. 4 8. 


Some eminent Predeſtinarian miniſters declare, that 
Chriſt doth call none to him, but the weary and heavy 
laden; if that aſſertion be true, I ſhould be very glad 
to know, how any perſon came to be weary and heavy 
laden without a call from Chriſt ? this muſt be a ma- 
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nifeſt contradiction, which doth prove the abſolute 
Predeſtinarians to be ſtanch Arminians at the bottom, in 
reſpect to the elect fraternity: and if ſome ſinners thirſt 
after righteouſneſs, and become weary and heavy laden, 
without a call from Chriſt, why may not all ſinners 
go and do likewiſe? what pretence can they form to 
exclude any ſinner? . All ſinners are called to repent- 
ance by Chriſt himſelf, if we believe the word of 
God; © for I am not come to call the righteous, but 
ſinners to repentance,” Matt. ix. 13. Some miniſters 
of the goſpel daringly affirm, that all weary heavy 
laden ſinners will periſn everlaſtingly, if they die in 
that melancholy ſtate; but they do greatly err, not 
knowing the ſcriptures, nor the power of God ;” all 
weary and heavy laden Chriſtians, groan within 
themſelves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the re- 
demption of their body,” Rom. viii, 23. though they 
have not received the Spirit of adoption, whereby they 
may cry, Abba, Father: the bleſſed Spirit of God hath 
ſealed them unto the day of redemption ; though the 
bleſſed Spirit doth not witneſs with their ſpirits,” that 
they are the children of God; they are willing to come 
to the Son to have life, though they are not certain 
that they have life in the Son; they are willing to 
depend upon the merits of Chriſt, without depend- 
ing on their own righteouſneſs, though they are not 
ſure that they are clothed with the ſpotleſs robe of his 
righteouſneſs; or that they have atonement through 
his precious blood; a weary and heavy laden ſinner 
is a penitent ſinner, a thirſty ſinner, and a pardoned 
ſinner; © bleſſed are they which do hunger and thirft 
after righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled, Matt. v. 6. 

and 
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and we are commanded to © repent and turn to God, 
and do works meet for repentance,” Acts xxvi. 20. 
< the kingdom of heaven ſuffereth violence, and the 
violent take it by force,” Matt. xi. 12. But the Pre- 
deftinarians affirm, that man is paſſive in regeneration. 
J will quote a paragraph verbatim, from the writings 
of one of their greateſt champions. The late learned 
Dr. Gill's Cauſe of God and Truth, part the firſt, p. 99. 
« Though man is paſſive in regeneration, yet he is 
active in forſaking ſin, and turning to the Lord: pro- 
miſes of pardon may through the grace of God prevail 
on ſuch to act in theſe inſtances, who have been paffive 
in the work of regeneration, for regeneration antecedes 
theſe; forſaking ſin, and turning to the Lord, follow 
upon, and riſe from regenerating grace. No man can 
truly do theſe, until he is regenerated by the Spirit of 
God.“ So far Dr. Gill. If all this be true, Let us 
eat and drink, for to-day we live, or to-morrow we 
die.” 


Let us endeavour to diſſedt this famous paragraph, 
« Man is paſſive in regeneration, yet he is active in for- 
ſaking ſin.” Then how can the words recorded, Hoſea 
Xiii, 12, 13. be true, © the iniquity of Ephraim is 
bound up; his fin is hid: the ſorrows of a travailing 
woman ſhall come upon him: he is an unwiſe ſon; 
for he ſhould not Ray long in the place of the break- 
ing forth of children ?” If man is paſſive in regenera- 
tion, why © is the wicked commanded to forſake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let 
him turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon 
him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon?” 

Ia, 


1 


Iſa. lv, 7. If the elect are paſlive in regeneration, 
they are ſaved. by the, abſolute .decree of God from 
eternity, and his ſovereign irreſiſtible grace in time; 
if man is paſſive in regeneration, he is born again 
in his ſins; conſequently, our bleſſed Saviour came not 
to call ſinners, but the righteous to repentance; even 
the righteous finner, that is a paſſive agent in regene- 
ration, and born again before he hath obtained either 
repentance towards, God or faith towards our Lord 
Joins Chriſt, Wl 


Well, I grant, that all 1 are called righteous. i in 
ſcripture, who are regenerate or born again: but if this 
doctrine will ſtand the teſt, our bleſſed Saviour came 
not to ſave ſinners from their ſins, but in their ſins, 
before they were weary and heavy laden on account 
of ſin; but I thought the moſt high God * was juſt, 
and the juſtifier of him which believeth in Jeſus,” 
Rom. iii. 26. But the Doctor hath declared, that they 
are active in forſał ing ig, and turning to the Lord 
| after they are regenerate z' then they are active in for- 
ſaking ſins that were committed and pardoned before 
they were born again; but here I preſume, the abſolute 
Predeſtinarian will be prone to aſk: me the following 
queſtion; Cana man work before he is born; or do 
any thing acceptable to God, whilſt he remaineth in a 
ſtate of nature? To this 1 anſwer, that it is Gd 
which worketh in us, both to will and to do of his 
good pleaſure,” Phil. ii. 13. and this is the will of 
God, even our ſanctification, 1 Theſſ. iv. 3. and we 
<< reject the counſel of God againſt ourſelves, when we 
diſobey his revealed will,” Luke vii. 30. This bath 


E 


been abundantly proved from ſcripture already: we are 
commanded to © work out our own falvation with fear 
_ Es Phil, ii. 12. 


1 beeſime it will be (el that the publican, 
which ſtood afar off, and would not lift up ſo much 
as his eyes unto heaven, but ſmote upon his breaſt, 
faying, God be merciful to me a ſinner, went down 
to his houſe juſtified rather than the ſelf righteous 
Phariſee,” Luke xviii. 13. How can men work out 
their own ſalvation with fear and trembling, who are 
paſſive in regeneration, and have received the Spirit 
of adoption, whereby they may cry, Abba, Father? or 
how can the law be our ſchoolmaſter to bring us unto 
Chriſt, for we do not attend to the words of our ſchool- 
maſter, neither have we the leaſt occaſion for his do- 
cuments, if we are paſſive in regeneration ? Are not 
all men under the ſpirit of bondage before they receive 
the Spirit of adoption? and after “we believed, we 
were ſealed with that Holy Spirit of promiſe,” Eph. i. 
13. All men are called to repentance, but the bleſſed 
Spirit of God that ſaith, Come, will not force ſalva- 
tion upon any man; certainly mercy muſt be worth the 
aſking for; and if we aſk, we 1 receive. 


The Doctor's next words are, Promiſe of pardon 
may through the grace of God prevail on ſuch to act 
in theſe inftances, ' who have been paſſive in the work 
of regeneration.” That is as much as to ſay in plain 
Engliſh, that promiſe of pardon may through the grace 
of God prevail on the ſinner who is already pardoned to 
af 3 in theſe inſtances. What are theſe inſtances? Why, 

to 
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to forſake the ſins that he hath committed before his 


paſhve regeneration, and fo to turn to the Lord: but 
this is not the doctrine of the goſpel, we are com- 
manded to repent of fins paſt; and to confeſs our ſins 
to God, and to forſake ſin for the future, and avoid 


all appearance of evil; and he that confeſſeth and 
forſaketh his ſin ſhall find . | 


We are now come to the fiſhing clauſe: ** for re- 
generation antecedes theſe ; forſaking ſin, and turning 
to the Lord, follow upon, and rife from regenerating. 


grace.“ No man can tiuly do theſe, until he is re- 


generated by the Spirit of God. If regeneration an- 
tecedes forſaking ſin, and turning to the Lord, rege- 
neration antecedes repentance; conſequently, the par- 
doned ſinner, if he is paſſive in regeneration, doth not 
beg pardon for the ſins he hath committed, before he 
he hath received hispardon; this is a curious plan of re- 
demption. Regenerating grace is the Spring from which 
riſeth forſaking ſin, and turning to the Lord: no man 
can truly do theſe until he is regenerated by the Spirit of 
Gad; but I preſume he can cry, Lord have mercy me 
a ſinner, before he is born again, and renewed in he 


Inward man. 


I greatly fear, that thoſe gentlemen who declare that 
they have been paſſive in regeneration, have not hither * 


to been active in forſaking ſin; but remain in darkneſs, 


even until now; A woman, when ſhe is in travail, 
hath forrow, becauſe her hour is come, John xvi, ar, 
and the greateſt prince is born like a wild aſs's colt, 


| and cometh into the world in tears; but thoſe perſans 
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who are paſſive in regeneration, do not appear to be 
in cryings and tears before they paſs through the place 
of the bringing forth of children; all is done for them 
by an irreſiſtable grace. This doctrine of election and 
rejection is black and all black, view it which way 
vou pleaſe, highly repugnant to the word of God, and 
derogatory to his glory. 


- Let us now endeavour to ſcrutinize the elaborate 
performance of the incomparable tranſlator of Zan- 
chius; that Minerva in the ſhape of Mentor, on whoſe 
creſt the ſolitary bird of Athens is curiouſly engraved : 
I intend to bear down before the wind with a flag of 
defiance, at the main top maſt head; and I adviſe the 


learned gentleman to caſt an anchor to windward, 
if 144-36 8 


Steady, ſteady, the bark's upon the heel, 
She feels no helm, and well nigh ſhews her keel, 


In the name of the moſt high God, I charge Auguſtus 
Toplady, A. B. as a tranſpoſer and interpolater of the 
lively oracles of God; as an ambaſſador for Chriſt, it 
is his duty to preach repentance towards God, and 
faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to entreat 
ſinners © in Chriſt's ſtead to be reconciled to God,“ 
2 Cor. v. 20. But alack-a-day, with grief and ſname 
I ſpeak it, were he to be weighed in the balances, 
he would be found wanting: <** Curſed be the de- 
ceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and yoweth, 
and facrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing,” Mal. i. 
14. Mr. Toplady doth inſolently charge the God 

| of 
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of love fooliſhly ; and repreſent our great and glorious 
Creator as an enemy to the greateſt part of the human 


race, before Adam's duſt was faſhioned to a man; but 
if he, or any other miniſter of the goſpel will, for the 
future, preſume to defend ſuch infernal documents, 


let his habitation be deſolate, and let no man dwell 
therein; and his biſhoprick let another take.” 


*ſ 


So much by way of exordium, Proceed we now to 


+ Adfpirate meis: primaque ab origine mundi 
Ad mea perpetuum deducite tempora carmen. 2 


There was lately publiſhed a pamphlet, entitled, ** More 


Work for Mr. John Weſley, or a Vindication of the 
Decrees and Providence of God from the Defamations 


of a late printed Paper, entitled, The Conſequence 


Proved, by Auguſtus Toplady, A. B. Vicar of Broad 


Hembury; London, printed for James Mathews, No 18, 


in the Strand, near Hungerford-Street, 1772. Price 
One Shilling and Six-pence.“ I Have not ſeen Mr. 


Weſley's printed paper, entitled, The Conſequence 


Proved; however, I think, I can find ſome of Mr. 


Welley's conſequences proved in Mr, Toplady's pam- 


phlet ; what I have inſerted already, and proved from 


the word of God is ſufficient to explode his baneful 


tenets, though his name was not mentioned; for which | 
reaſon, I ſhall for the preſent, only make ſome curſory 
remarks on a few paſſages of his pamphlet; whereby 
the Chriſtian reader will probably diſcover, that it is far 


from being a vindication of the decrees and Providence 
| F 2 | of 
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of God. The firſt conſequence, or pretended conſe- 
quence, page 15 that One in twenty, ſuppoſe, of 
mankind is elected; nineteen in twenty are repro- 
bated.” I ſhall paſs over in ſilence, as I cannot per- 
ceive that Mr. Toplady hath determined the exact 
number of either hitherto. The ſecond conſequente 
which is quoted, I preſume from Mr. Weſley's printed 
paper, may be found page 16. exactly in the following 
words; © The ele& ſhall be ſaved do what they will.“ 
And in page 17. the Chriſtian reader may find the fol- 
lowing remarkable paragr-ph ; ©* The elect could no 
more be ſaved, without perſonal holineſs, than they 
could be ſaved without perſonat exiſtence. And why? 
Becauſe God's own decree ſecures the means as well 
as the end, and accompliſhes the end by the means. 
The ſame gratuitous-predeſtination, which ordain'd the 
exiſtence of the elect, as men; ordain'd their purifica- 
tion, as ſaints; and they were ordain'd to both, in 
order to their being finally and completely ſaved in 
Jeſus Chriſt with eternal glory.“ So far Mr. Top- 
lady. £224 0 


The ele& could no more be ſaved, without per- 
ſonal holineſs, than they could be ſaved without per- 
ſonal exiſtence.” Pray, fir, what is perſonal holineſs ? 
is it the holineſs of our own perſons without which 
the elect cannot be ſaved? If we believe the word 
of God, © we are all as an unclean thing, and all our 
righteouſneſs are as filthy rags,” Iſa. Ixiv. 6. * the 
godly are. partakers of the holineſs of God,” Heb: xii. 
10, ** Chriſt Jeſus is of God made unto us wiſdom, 
and righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, and redemption,” 


1 Cor, 
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10er. i. 30. If the bleſſed Spirit of God dwell in us, 
e he that raiſed up Chriſt from the dead, ſhall alſo 


quieken our mortal bodies, by his Spirit that dwelleth 


in us,” Rom. viii. 11. And what the ſcripture doth 
call holineſs in man, is not perſonal holineſs, but pro- 
.ecedeth from the cohabitation of the bleſſed Spirit of 
God; and is the fruit of the Spirit, “for the fruit of 


the Spirit is in all goodneſs, and neee "_ 


truth, 5 . v. 9. 


\ 


We are > alt <>) 9 diaſphemy againſt God, 
and ſet aſide the merits of | Chriſt, when we preſume to 


ſpeak of perſonal holineſs in man: holineſs in man, is 


the grace of God that bringeth ſalvation, and hath 
- appeared to all men,” Tit. ii. 11. though the greateſt 
part of the world reje& it. Follow peace with all men, 
and holineſs, without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord: 
looking diligently, teſt any man fail of the grace of God,” 
Heb. xii. 14. The next words are, And arhy? Beeauſe 
God's own decree ſecures the means as well as the end, 
and accompliſhes the end by the means: If God's own 
decree accompliſnes the end by the means; God's on 
decree and perſonal holineſs will ſave the elect veſſels 
from him that ſitteth upon the throne; and from the 


wrath of the Lamb; and thereby exclude a Saviour. 


45 
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But let us proceed. 


The ſame gratuitous een ackich ordeindd 


the exiſtence of the elect, as men; ordain'd their puri- 


fication, as ſaints,” Pray, fir, did gratuitous predeſti- 
nation ordain the exiſtence of the elect, as men? If 
that poſition be granted, gratuitous predeſtination, is 

R = the 
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the God of the ſpirits of all fleſn: Search the ſcrip- 


tures, * When I conſider the heavens, the work of thy 


fingers; the moon and the ſtars which thou haſt or- 
dained,” Pſa. viii. 3. we are informed, Acts x. 42. that 


the moſt high God ordained our bleſſed Saviour © to | 


be the judge of quick and dead:” and I ſincerely be- 
lieve, it would have been happy for many people, had 
Mr. Toplady never been ordained to preach the goſpel 
by my good lord the biſhop. The laſt words are, And 
they were ordain'd to both, in order to their being 
finally and completely ſaved in Chriſt Jeſus.“ This is 
a curious paradox, pray how can the elect be com- 
pletely ſaved in Chriſt Jeſus, if gratuitous predeſtina- 
tion ordain'd their exiſtence as men, and their purifi- 
cation as ſaints; I thought our bleſſed Saviour was 
the Alpha and Omega of our ſalvation. 


Now let us hobble to page 19, All, therefore, 
who are choſen to ſalvation,” are no leſs unalterably 
deſtin'd to holineſs and faith in the mean while.” And, 


if ſo, 'tis giving God himſelf the lye, to ſay, that the 


elect ſhall be ſaved, do what they will.” And in the 
ſame page are the following words, Election does not 
depend upon holineſs, but holineſs depends upon elec- 
tion.” So far Mr. Toplady at preſent. 


Pray take notice, Chrif\'an reader, that we are now 
entered upon a new plan of redemption ; this is Auguſtus 


againſt Toplady every inch of it: gratuitous predeſtina- 


tion is obliged pro-tempore to reſign the chair of ſtate 
to unalterable deſtiny. All, therefore, who are choſen 
to ſalvation, are no leſs unalterably deſtin'd to holineſs 

and 


* 


U 


* 
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and faith in the mean while.” This is a ftrange kind 


of heathen mythology. I preſume it will be granted, 


that deſtiny and fate bear the ſame idea in the mind. 


I can find no account in ſcripture of our being unalter- 
ably deſtin'd to holineſs; even the righteouſneſs of 
God, which is by faith of Jeſus Chriſt unto all, and 


upon all them that believe; for there is no difference: for 
all have finned, and come ſhort of the glory of God, 
Rom. iii. 22, 23. Let us repeat the ſubſequent words, 


And, if ſo, tis giving God himſelf the lye, to ſay, that 


ce the elect ſhall be ſaved, do what they will.” Queſtion, 


Why is it giving God himſelf the lye, to ſay, that “ the 
elect ſhall be ſaved, do what they will?“ anſwer, Be- 
cauſe it is impoſſible for them to be loſt, do what they 


will; proved from Mr, Toplady's own words, as clear 


as the Sun in its meridian ſplendour : “they are as un- 


alterably deſtin'd to holineſs and faith in the mean 


while, as they are choſen to ſalvation :”” well done So- 
crates to him Xantippe, | 


Mr. Toplady declares, that “election does not de- 
pend upon holineſs, but holineſs depends upon elec- 
tion.” If holineſs depends upon election; election is 
the Holy God and Saviour, which giveth holineſs and 
happineſs to the elect veſſels: but we read, 1 Peter i. 2. 
that they are © ele&t according to the foreknowledge 
of God the Father through ſanctification of the bleſſed 


Spirit unto obedience ;” that holineſs which depends 


upon abſolute election is only the imaginary holineſs 
of an imaginary decree, and not the. holineſs of the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the fins of the world; 
and thoſe miniſters, who affirm that holineſs depends 


upon 
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upon election, may deceive others for a time, and 


themſelves haply to eternity: I boldly affirm, that 
Mr. Weſley's words, the elect ſhall be ſaved, do 
what they will,“ are ſtrictly true, if they are elect- 
ed by the abſolute decrees of Ged; and I am fond to 
think I can prove this aſſertion from the following 
paragraph, page 31. © Predeſtination, as relating to 
the ele& only, is that eternal, unconditional, particular, 
and irreverfible act of the Divine will, whereby, in 
matchleſs love and adorable ſovereignty, God deter- 
- min'd within himfelf to deliver a certain number of 

Adam's degenerate offspring, out of that ſinful and 
miſerable eſtate, into which, by his primitive tranſ- 
greſſion, they were to fall.“ Tau of Zanch. p. 120 
So far Mr. Toplady. 


I know not where or how to begin to paraphraſe on 
this ſublime portion of Theological Divinity, or abſtruſe 


metaphyſics, call it which you pleaſe; let us endeavour 


to take it by the tail, as Moſes did the ſerpent : the laſt 
words are, Into which by his (that is, Adam's) pri- 


mitive tranſgreſſion, they were to fall.” Why were, 
the elect to fall by Adam's tranſgreflion ? Was it the 


means to accompliſh the end of a decree of election 
and rejection in time, which exiſted from eternity? 
Would not the words into which they fell have rever- 
berated much better in a Chriſtian ear? but I cannot 
find one ſyllable uttered concerning the bleſſed Jeſus, 
or the everlaſting covenant in this nonpareil Predeſti- 
narian paragraph; and indeed, according to your plan 
of redemption, the abſolute decree is ſufficient to ſave 
the elect without Chriſt ; for predeſtination, you ſay, 

cc a8 
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2 8 to the ele& only, i is that eternal, 3 
tianal, particular, and irreverſible a& of the Divine will, 

whereby, in matchleſs love and adorable ſovereignty, 
God determin'd within himſelf to deliver them out of 
that miſerable eſtate into which they were to fall 2 
Do you call this matchleſs love, Sir? If your whole 
body Was full of light, having no part dark, you would 
not charge the God of the Spirits of all fleſh as the 
author of ſuch a dark decree; will the counter part 
of the decree to reject a vaſt number of immortal ſouls 
before they exiſted, admit any part of the decree to be 


matchleſs love ? Is it adorable ſovereignty to the non- 
elect? Suppoſe yourſelf for a moment to be a rejected 
reprobate, and let us hear you proclaim the matchleſs 


love, and adorable ſovereignty of ſuch a decree by ſound 
of trumpet: your imaginary decree is not the loye of 
that gracious God, who is love in the abſtract; it was 
matchleſs love, that in due time Chriſt died for the 
ungodly,“ Rom. v. 6. and not that the moſt high God 


rejected the greateſt part of the world before they were 


ungodly: you boldly declare that there was that eter- 


nal, unconditional act of the Divine will to ſave the 
elect: but pray, Sir, how do you know what the etet- 
nal, unconditional act of the Divine will was, reſpect- 
ing election and rejection? Do you know it becauſe 
you were then born, or becauſe the number of your 


days is great! Learn for the future to take counſel 


from the lively oracles of God; © Who hath known 
the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his cs 
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lot! 2 Rom. xi. 34 


Ge Was 


r 822 J 15 ME AT 3 wa. 8 2 
e oo det EC ont 9 n e 5 
* ; . , 


— — — 


n fo 
VERS x; 


err re 


Rh 


* 8 — A 


1. $A 


* % 1. 


Was the everlaſting covenant an MED at 
of the Divine will? I think not, the very tenor of a 
covenant muſt be conditional in reſpect to perſons or 
things : now if we can but prove from ſcripture, that 
the everlaſting covenant was conditional; you will 
find it a Herculean labour to prove, that there was an 
unconditional decree of election and rejection; we read, 
Heb. xii.20. that · the God of peace brought again from 
the dead, his beloved Son Jeſus, that great ſhepherd of the 
ſheep, through the blood of the everlaſting covenant. 
Have not all true believers pardon, through the blood 
of the everlaſting covenant ? Certainly, proved, Iſa. Iii. 5. 
6 But he was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he was 
bruiſed for our iniquities : the chaſtiſement of our 
peace was upon him; and by his ſtripes we were heal- 

ed: and © when we were enemies, we were recon- 
ciled to God by the death of his Son,” Rom. v. 10. 
& God was in Chriſt, reconciling the world unto him- 
; WIE” 4 Cor. v. 19. 


Pray, who were thoſe enemies, (that God was in Chriſt 
reconciling to himſelf ? ?” Were they A certain number 
only to whom the miniſtry of reconciliation was ten- 
dered, which the moſt high God had from eternity in 
matchleſs love, and adorable ſovereignty, elected by an un- 
conditional decree? Could thoſe perſons be called enemies 
to God? Was not God reconciled to them from eter- 
. nity if there was ſuch a decree ? doth not the decree it- 
ſelf prove that he was? But God's being in Chriſt, 
reconciling the world to himſelf, doth prove that there 

was no ſuch unconditional decree; if we believe the 


word 
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word of God, © Chriſt hath quickened thoſe who were 
dead in fins: blotting out the hand-writing of ordi- 
nances that was againft us, which was contrary to us, | 
and took it out of the way, nailing it to his craſs,” 
Col, ii. 13, 14. Where is your unconditional, a& of 
the Divine will in reſpect to any certain number of 
Adam's degenerate offspring now? Doth not the Al- 
mighty declare, If there be a meſſenger with him, 
then he is gracious unto man, and faith, Deliver him 
from going down to the pit; I have found a ranſom 7 
Is not the bleſſed Jeſus the meſſenger of the covenant ? 
Was there not a meſſenger ſent before his face to warn 
a ſinful world to repent, and believe the goſpel ? Mal. 
iii. 1. Doth not the bleſſed Jeſus declare, that the 
hour is coming, and now is, when the dead ſhall hear 
the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear, ſhall 
live?” John v. 25. And that he was © the living bread, 
which came down from heaven: and if any man eat 
of this bread, he ſhall live for ever; and the bread 
which he gave was his fleſh, which he gave for the 
life of the world?“ John vi. 51. Wherefore, when 
he cometh into the world, he ſaith, © ſacrifice and 
offering thou wouldedſt not, but a body haſt thou pre- 
pared for me,” Heb. x. 5. Did not the bleſſed Jeſus 
“make his ſoul an offering for ſin ?” Iſa. liii. 10. be 
ſaid, ** it is finiſhed : and he bowed his head and gave 
up the ghoſt ?” John xix. 30. Doth not our bleſſed 
Saviour declare, that he came down from heaven, not 
to do his own will, but the will of him that ſent him? Py 
John vi. 38. * Though he were a Son, yet learned 
he obedience by the things which he ſuffered, ” Heb, 
v. 8, 


G 2 Do 


* 

Do not theſe texts of ſcripture clearly evince, that 
the everlaſting covenant was conditional in reſpe& to 
Chriſt, and that we ** all like ſheep were gone aſtray, 
and that the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us 
all?“ Iſa. liii. 6. And doth not the Divine reſignation 
and obedience of the bleſſed Jeſus to the will of his 

ſacred Father, prove to a demonſtration, that he was 
willing to finiſh the work which he gave him to do; 
and to drink the bitter cup which he gave him to 
drink, according to the tenor of the everlaſting cove- 
nant ? „By the which will we are ſanQtified, through 
the offering of the body of Jeſus Chriſt once for all,” 
Heb. x. 10. Therefore there cannot be any certain 
number elected, by that eternal unconditional act of 
the divine will. Miniſters are commanded, © to feed 
the church of God, which he hath purchaſed with his 
own blood,“ Acts xx. 8. What! did the Son of 
God purchaſe with his own blood, in time, his church 
militant, if the moſt high God determined within him- 
ſelf to deliver thoſe perſons by an eternal unconditional 
act of the divine will? did not that very act deliver 
them without a purchaſe ? It muſt if it was eternal and 
unconditional : but ſuppoſe the church of Chriſt was 
elected in Chriſt its head, by that eternal unconditional 
act of the divine will; certainly it muſt be his own 
church from eternity : and if he came in time to pur- 
chaſe this church, he purchaſed with his own precious 
blood, in time, that very church which was his own 
from eternity; there could not be any eternal uncon- 
ditional act of the divine will to ſave the elect, for they 
could not be ſaved but upon condition the precious 
blood of Chriſt was ſhed, and the ranſom paid: and as 
ths 


| 
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the moſt high God foreknew that the ranſom would be 
Paid, the celeſtial gates were always open for any of 
the poſterity of Adam to enter into glory, who gave 
diligence to make their calling and election ſure, Our 
bleſſed Lord hath declared, that ALL which the Father 
giveth him ſhall come to him ; and he that cometh to 
him he will in no wiſe caſt out,” John vi. 37. If God 
the Father gave a certain number of Adam's degenerate 
offspring to the Son, by that eternal, unconditional ac 
of the divine will, in adorable ſovereignty, that certain 
number muſt be a ſov- -reign gift to the Son; which 
muſt exclude the ranſom, or render void his ſufferings z 
and thereby exclude the greateſt part of the human 
race from hope of mercy : but if he gave all men to the 
Son, whom he foreknew according to his foreknow- 
| ledge, through the blood of the everlaſting covenant, 
as the lively oracles of God declare he'did, there can- 
not be any certain number either elected or rejected; 
© for the free gift came upon all men unto juſtification 
of life,” Rom. v. 18. The lively oracles of God declare, 
that Chriſt © was ſlain, and hath redeemed us to God ; 
by his blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and peo- 
ple, and nation,” Rev. v. 9. But how could our bleſſed 
Saviour be called a Redeemer, if thete were no people 
to be redeemed? Either the ſovereign decree of God, 
to ſave a certain number, doth prove that there was no 
occaſion for a Redeemer, or the very name of the Re- 
deemer doth prove that were was no ſovereign decree 
of election and rejection: thoſe happy perſons, whom 
God determined within himſelf to ſave, by that eternal 
unconditional act of the divine will, in matchleſs love 
and adorable ſovereignty, would certainly be faved by 

e | the 
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the ſoyereign mercy of God, without a Redeemer; and 
thoſe unhappy reprobates, who were rejected and left 


in a tate of præterition by the eternal decrees of God, 
were not redeemable. 


Upon the whole, if there is that eternal, unconditional, 
irreverſible act of the divine will, in matchleſs love and 
adorable ſovereignty, to ſave a certain number of Adam's 
degenerate offspring ; and if God's own decree ſecures 
the means, as well as the end, and accompliſhes the end 
by the means, he that doth preſume to quibble about 
the words, the elect ſhall be ſaved do what they will,” 
muſt be guilty of daring inſolence, if not blaſphemy. 
But the crime is more atrocious in the writer of this 
predeſtinarian paragraph, than it would appear in any 


other perſon. This is Auguſtus againſt Toplady, as | 


before, Pray, Sir, can the will of man fruſtrate the 
eternal decrees of God? If it cannot, I call heaven and 
earth to witneſs, that the elect ſhall be ſaved do what 
they will, if they are elected by that eternal, uncon- 
ditional, irreverſible act of the divine will, and un- 
alterably deſtined to faith and holineſs: in the mean 
while, doth that eternal unconditional act of the divine 
will depend upon the volition of man, in time, for its 
accompliſhment? will not an irreverſible cauſe produce 
its effect, without conſulting the will of man? It will, 
and the will of man cannot reverſe it. The eternal, 
unconditional act of the divine will was the ſovereign 
decree which unalterably ſigned them to holineſs, faith, 
and eternal glory. If there are any certain number of 
Adam's degenerate offspring ſo highly favored, the 
decres which ſecures their ſalvation is ſtrong as your 
deſtiny, 


_ 
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defliny, and e as 15 —— law of God, till | 


you Oy 


Y 0 the planets in what orbs to run, 
Correct old time, and regulate the ſun 3 


e . of Pleiades, ad the 
bands of Orion ; the eternal decrees of God will remain 


inviolable : : and if it was his eternal decree to ſave the 
| eleQ, the elect ſhall be ſaved do what they will, This 


is the fruit of your election and rejection you nibble 


at a bait that you cannot digeſt. Perhaps you will ſay, 


that my aſſertions open a door to licentiouſneſs ; the 
anſwer. is eaſy—Shut your blaſphemous hatch of 


abſolute predeſtination, and then we are all probationers 


to enter into life by the true Fours John x. 9. 


Let us now take a progreſſive view of the third on- 
ſequence, page 34. quoted, I preſume, from Mr, Wel- 


1 s printed paper > : 


The reprobate ſhall be damned, do what they can.” 


Well, I boldly affirm, that. all thoſe perſons, whom 


the moſt high God hath rejected by his eternal decrees, 
and left in a ſtate of preterition, are rejected reprobates 
from the cradle to the grave: conſequently if there any 
: ſuch unhappy. perſons, Mr. Weſley's words, The 
reprobate ſhall be damned, do what * can,” are 


ſtrictly true, 


Let 


T1 


Let us ſearch the ſcriptures, ** A man can receive 
nothing, except it be given him from heaven,” John 
iii. 27. but a rejected reprobate can receive nothing, 
becauſe there is nothing given him from heaven; there- 
fore the reprobate ſhall be damned, do what they can : 
Without Chriſt we can do nothing,” John xy. 5. 


but Chriſt will do nothing contrary to the eternal 


decrees of God; therefore Chrift will do nothing in 
behalf of a rejected reprobate, and a reprobate can do 
nothing without Chriſt ; conſequently the reprobats 
ſhall be damned, do what they Can. 


In page 50, Mr. Toplady doth call upon! Mr. welt 
to prove that any one of the reprobates ever did 
what he could to avoid damnation,” and declares, If 
this cannot be proved, it does not follow 2 the 
reprobate ſhall be damned, do what they can.“ Well, 
that is modeſt enough, I muſt- 1 for the ſake of 
truth, | | 


Now you have a fair account, Sir, from ſcripture, 
what a reprobate can do. Can a reprobate force his 
way to glory through the eternal negative decree of 
God ? You muſt certainly be a gentleman of a very 


delicate conftitution, when you cannot ſwallow the pills - 


and potions you prepare for others. Your heart is 


hardened like a piece of the nether milſtone, againſt 


the elect fraternity; and you are a man of wax in regard 
to the reprobate. You ſay, It is giving God himſelf 
the lye to ſay, that the elect ſhall be ſaved, do what 
they will:“ and it is giving the Rev, Mr, Toplady him- 
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ſelf the lye to ſay, the reprobates ſhall be damned, do 
what they can.“ By your diſcordant ſpeeches 450 


ſhuffling equivocations, I truſt you will in due time 


unhinge your ſupercilious 1 of election and re- 
n | | : 3 ES 4 
In page 355. are the 8 N ESA 
The two capital objections (to which perhaps all 
others are reducible) againſt the decree of non- election 
are drawn, one from the juſtice, the other from the 


merey of God. Both theſe objections I ſhall endeavor 


to conſider in their utmoſt force. 


1. . Juſtice ad t. in n rendering to every man his 


_ The ſuppoſed injuſtice, therefore, of præterition 


turns on this queſtion, Whether God is, or is not, a 
debtor to man? I more than imagine, that he is not 2 
debtor to any man, He owes no man the leaſt of all 
his favors : and indeed his bleſſings could not be called 
favors, if man could claim them in a Way of debt,” 


80 far Mr. Toplad Fe. 


"IM 


6 « Juſtice conſifts in rendering every, man his due.” 
You ſhould rather ſay, We ought in juſtice to render 
every man his due. The ſuppoſed injuſtice, therefore, 
of præterition turns on this queſtion. Well, what is 


the queſtion? Why truly the modeſt queſtion is, 


Whether God is, or is not, a debtor to man ?” and S 
your anſwer is, I more than imagine, that he is not 8 
a debtor to any man.“ Now permit me, Sir, to aſk you 
a queſtion, Is your eye evil becauſe God is good ? J 
more than imagine it is, whoever preſumed to affirm, 
| e that 


* 


—— 
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that the moſt hieh God is a debtor'to any man 7? But 
is it deducible. from thence that his tender mercy is 
with-held from any man ? I more than imagine it is 
not: The Lord is good to all; and his tender mer- 
cies are over all his works,” Pſalm cxlv. 9. Are his 
tender mercies over thoſe perſons whom he hath re- 
jected from eternity, and left in a ſtate of praterition ? 
If you anſwer in the negative, you limit the mercy of 
God, and give the lye to the lively oracles of God : 


and if you anſwer in the r you exclude pre. 


terition. 


Upon the whole, the ſuppoſed injuſtice of preterition 


turns not on your fooliſh queſtion, but in your deluded 
brains ; by ſuppoſing that there were any ſuch per- 
ſons as non- elect, left in the fate of Praterition by 
our good and gracious God. ang te 


Me are now to treat of mercy, thanks to my ſtars! 
page 45. Mercy is conſiderable under a two-fold 
view: as it is an attribute in God); and, as it is exer- 
ciſed toward men. As an attribute in God, mercy is 


infinite; as all his attributes are and muſt be: becauſe 


they neceſſarily coincide with his eſſence. But mercy, 
conſidered in the exerciſe of it, is neither neceſſarily 
nor actually infinite. As God's forbearing to create 
more worlds than he has, is no impeachment of his 
omnipotence 3 ; fo his forbearing to fave as many as he 


might, is no impeachment of his infinite mercy.” 80 


far Mr. Toplady at preſent. 


Well, 
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Mell, mercy is conſiderable under a two-fold view : 


| Infinite as an attribute in God but mercy, conſidered 


in thè exerciſe of it, is neither neceſſarily nor actually 
infinite, Pray, Sir, was it not the infinite mercy of 


God in Chriſt to ſend his beloved Son to die for a 


guilty world? I cannot apprehend: that mercy, which 
is neceſſarily infinite, except you can prove a neceſſary 
agent, to be an infinite being. Will not the infinite 
mercy of God be actually exerciſed towards all penitent 
ſinners, to infinity ? Under which of the two-fold 
views are we to conſider the mercy of God to rejected 
reprobates, who were left im a ſtate of præterition from 
eternity? Let us proceed: ap 

„ As God's forbearing to create more worlds than 
he has, is no impeachment of his omnipotence, how 
can we impeach the omnipotence of God, in his for- 
bearing to create more worlds than he has, ſince it muſt 
be impoſlible for any being, leſs than omnipotent, to 
create one world?“ The next words are, © So his for- 


bearing to ſave as many as he might, is no impeachment 


of his infinite mercy.” Indeed, Sir, you do impeach 
the infinite mercy of God in a blaſphemous mmer, 
when you affirm, that infinite mercy doth forbear to 
ſave as many as it might, conſiſtent with infinite juf- 
tice: if infinite mercy hath found a ranſom to-fatiafy 
infinite juſtice, that ranſom muſt certainly be of in- 
finite value: and if the ranſom was of infinite value, 
it was conſiſtent with infinite juſtice to ſave all penitent 
ſinners z and e with infinite merey to reſect 
H 8 7 And 
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and leave in a ſtate of præterition any of the human 
race, for the default of our firſt parents. If you deny 
the veracity of this aſſertion, you cannot allow the mer- 
cy of God to be infinite, as well as his juſtice: and 
you likewiſe endeavor to make the moſt high God a 
lyar: © He that believeth on the Son of God, hath 
the witneſs in himſelf : he that believeth not God, hath 
made him a lyar, becauſe he believeth not the record 
that God gave of his Son. And this is the record, that 
God hath given to us eternal life : and this life is in 
his Son, 1 John v. 10, 11. | | 


We now take a jump from mercy to hatred : page 
47. {1.3 When hatred is [in ſcripture] aſcribed to 
God, it implies, (1) a negation of benevolence ; or, a 
reſolution not to have mercy on ſuch and ſuch men : 
(2) It denotes diſpleaſure and diſlike, —(3) It ſignifies 
a poſitive will to deſtroy the reprobate for their ſins,” 
Doct. of Abſolute Predeſt. p. 40. ſo far Mr. Toplady. 


Pray, is hatred in ſcripture aſcribed to God? I an- 
ſwer, No; I deteſt the thought: if we aſcribe hatred 
to God, we attribute hatred to God; and thereby en- 
deavor to make it a divine attribute inſtead of juſtice; 

which the predeſtinarians blaſphemoufly attempt to do, 
by their infernal plan of election and rejection. I will 
aſcribe righteouſneſs to my maker,” Job. xxxvi. 3. 
©« God is love, and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth 
in God, and God in him,” x John iv. 16, Well, but 
the hatred of God is mentioned in ſcripture z very true, 
„Net I loved Jacob, and I hated Eſau,” Malachi i. 2. 

Our blefled Saviour hath declared, Luke xiv, 26. If | 

any 
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any man come to bim, and hate not his Father and 
mother, yea, and his own life alſo, he cannot be his diſs 
ciple.” Theſe texts of ſcripture are not to be uader- 
ſtood in a rigorous ſenſe : for we are commanded to 
honor our Father and mother, to love our enemies, and 
bleſs them that curſe us,” Sin is the object of the moſt 
high God's hatred 3 but not the ſinner. He doth hate 
to behold ſin reign in the ſinner, Where he himſelf ought 


to reign. Sin doth dwell in the people of God, but it 


doth reign in the ungodly ; and if the wicked forſake 
fin, he ſhall find mercy ; and the moſt high God «will 
love him, and will manifeſt himſelf to him,”. John 
xiv. 21. Doth not that eternal irreverſible act of the 


divine will, to deliver ſome of Adam's offspring out of 


that miſerable ſtate into which they were to fall, mani- 


feſt his love and benevolence to ſuch particular perſons? 


doth not that eternal, moſt holy, ſovereign, and immu». 
table act of God's will, whereby he hath determined to 
leave ſome men to periſh in their ſins, and to be juſtly 
puniſhed for them, recorded in your blaſphemous 


pampblet, p. 50. maniteſt his hatred and negation of 


benevolence to thoſe unhappy men ? are not the alter- 
natives fimilar ? You muſt grant that they are; ard by 
ſo doing you make love and hatred equally divine at- 


"tributes ; however it is my duty to inform the public 
that you quote the laſt paragraph, I tranſcribed, from 


the Doct. of Abſ. Predeſt. p. 47. It is called © Predeſ- 
tination, as it regards the reprobate :” you eſpouſe it, 


and call it a very innocent definition: it is, however, 


reprobation with a vengeance, to affirm that the moſt 
high God hath, from eternity, by that moſt holy ſove- 
reign act of his will, determined to leave ſome men to 

| Ts . periſh 
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periſh in their ſins; and to be juſtly puniſhed for thoſe | 
fins in which he was determined to leave them to 


periſh. 


Well, let us proceed to ſcrutinize. this hateful para- 
graph : It implies (1) a negation of benevolence; or 
a reſolution not to have mercy on ſuch and ſuch men.” 
Lou have placed your words improperly, Sir, “a reſo- 


lution not to have mercy” antecedes .** a negation of 


benevolence,” if there are any perſons rejected and left 
in a ſtate of præterition; but there was no ſuch re- 
ſolution, for the works of creation and providence are 
an univerſal benevolence to all mankind : neither is 
there any total negation of benevolence to the chiefeſt 
of ſinners, in this life, ſo far as concerns their bodies; 


„for he maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil and on the 
good, and ſendeth rain on the juſt and on the unjuſt,” 


Matt. v. 45. He may with hold from ſuch and ſuch 
perſons ſome temporal good, which is a negation of 
benevolence, ſo far; or puniſh them with ſome tem- 
poral evil for their demerits, which is the juſtice of God, 
but not without a mixture of mercy :; and not that 
hatred and negation of benevolence which is found in 
ſinful man; but negation of benevolence, in reſpect 
to body and ſoul, can take place on thoſe perſons only 
who have committed the unpardonable fin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, or the damned in hell. Mercy doth take 
the lead of juſtice ; Chriſt is the propitiatory ſacrifice: 
but the malevolence in man doth cauſe the negation of 
benevolence ; and ye will not come to me, that ye 


might have life,” John v. 40. This is the dialect of 


ſcripture ; conſequently, at the hour of death, incenſed 
juſtice 
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juſtic doth ſucceed flighted merey; there remaineth, 
then, no more ſacrifice for the fins of the finally im- 


penitent ſinner; he doth fall into the hands of the living 
God, which is a fearful thing, Heb x. 31. The fear- 


ful, and unbelieving, and the abominable murderers, 


whoremongers, lyars, dogs, ſorcerers, that do not repent 
while the lamp of life doth burn, carry all their fins 
down to hell with them; ſo that the oil of ſin doth 
cauſe the lamp of wrath to burn and flame everlaſtingly, 
the debt can never be paid, juſtice can never be ſatisfied, 
the damned ſouls remain impenitent, and God im- 
1 | : 2 : 

we are now come to the ſecond up (2.) © It 
a= diſpleaſure and. diſlike.” Very true, and I 
think that this is one of the moſt ſuitable expreſſions 
that I can find in your-vindication of the decrees and 
providence of God. The laſt words in this paragraph 
of hatred, aſeribed to God, are (3) It ſigniſies a 
poſitive v ill to deſtroy the reprobate for their ſins.” 
Optrme, unde derivatur ? Pray, Sir, did not that eternal 
immutable act of God's will, whereby he hath de- 
termined: to. leave ſome men to. periſh, in their fins, 
ſignify a poſitive will to deſtroy the ſinners that he hath 

reprobated before they committed ſin; if . what 
2 ſuch a decree bgnify ? 


N us now ſhift 3 from hatred to reprobation. 
Page 48. Reprobation denotes, either (1) God's eter- 
nal præterition of ſome men, when he choſe others to 
glory; and his predeſtination of them {viz. in a way of 
* to fill * meaſure of their iniquities, and 

then 
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then to receive the juſt puniſhment of their crimes : or 
(2) it may likewiſe ſignify God's forbearing to call by 
his grace, thoſe whom he hath thus ordained to con- 


demnation.” Doctr. of Abſol. Predeſt. p- 42. So 
a Mr. ear 


This he is 4 to call a fimple and 8 
| Rate of the caſe, Well, let us give this ſublime, para- 
graph a few moments audience, en paſſant. 


lt muſt be granted that God's eternal preterition 
of ſome men denotes them reprobates to all intents and 
purpoſes : pray, ſhall theſe reprobates be damned do 
what they can? Were you predeſtinated (videlicet, in 
a a way of permiſſion) to ſpeak of decrees that never ex- 
iſted? If you were, notwithſtanding your permiſſive 
predeſtination, you will be rewarded or puniſhed,” ac- 
_ cording to your works. (2) © It may likewiſe ſignify, 
God's forbearing to call by his grace, thoſe whom he 

| hath thus ordained to condemnation.” Will the moſt 

high God do any thing contrary'to his eternal decrees ? 
Was it poffible for a pure and holy God to call by his 


grace, thoſe whom he hath thus ordained to condem- 


nation ? However, in page 49, Mr. Toplady hath 
modeſtly attempted to prove reprobation from Rom. ix. 
20—23. but, before we inſert his quotation, let us con- 
fider the premiſes a little. We read in the laſt chapter 
of Acts, that when Paul was a priſoner at Rome, he 
called the chief of the Jews together, and they deſired 
to hear of him, what he thought concerning the ſect 
of chriſtians; and when they had appointed him a day, 
there came many to him into his lodging ; to whom he 

EX= 
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| expounded and teſtified. the kingdom bs God, per- 


ſuading them concerniag Jeſus, both out of the law of 
Moſes, and out of the. prophets, from morning till 


| evening; and ſome believed the things which were 


ſpoken, and ſome believed not. And this ixth chap. | 
of the epiſtle to the Romans doch appear to be diftated . 
to thoſe Jews that believed not. In the firſt verſes we 
find the great apoſtle bitterly lamenting their obduracy ' 
and hardneſs of heart; and he doth acknowledge 
that to Iſrael pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, aad © 
the covenants; and that the glorious Saviour, Which 
they wil fully rejected, as concerning the fleſh, deſcended 
Atom their father Abraham, as well as they: but, | 
however, the word of God ſhould not prove ineffeQtual 
trough their unbelief: though they were the ſeed . 
Abraham, they are not all Iſrael which are of Iſrael; 
they which are the children of the fleſh, and reject | 
Chriſt, are not the children of God: but the children 
of the promiſe, which believe in Chriſt, are counted the 
true ſeed of Iſaac; by his ſon Jacob, and not by his Son 
Eſau; for it was revealed to Rebecca, before Eſau and 
Jacob were born, that the elder ſhould ſerve the 
younger; that the purpoſe of God, according to elec-⸗ 
tion, might ſtand, not of the works of man, but of him ; 
that calleth. Very true: * When Iſrael was a child, 
then I loved him, and called my Son out of Egypt,“ 
Hoſea xi. 1. that the purpoſe of God, according o 
election, or according to his foreknowledge, might 
ſtand the moſt high God was pleaſed to reſtrain the x 
promiſe made to Abraham, ** that in his ſeed ſhould all- 
the nations of the earth be bleſſed, “ to the ſeed of Jacob 


| _ ; they were his peculiar people: ; conſequently 


1 | 7 


14 6851 

they were to inherit the promiſed land, flowing with 

milk and honey, together with its appendages : but the 5 
portion of Eſau, or the Edomites, was the ſtony and 
- barren mountains of Seir; by their ſword they were to 
live, and to ſerve their brother Iſrael, 5 As it is written, 
Jacob have I loved, but Eſau have I hated,” Rom. | 
ix. 13. When, was it ſaid to Rebecca, *The elder 9 
ſhall ſerve the younger 5. Why before the children 
were born, having done neither good or evil, that the 
purpoſe of God, according to election, might ſtand, 
« not of works, but of him that calleth.:” but it was 
not ſaid, before the children were born, having done 
neither good or evil, cc Jacob bave L loved, but Efau 
| have | hated,” that the purpoſe of God according to | 
rejection and 3 might ſtand for i it is manifeſt 8 
there was no ſuch, purpoſe ; the words he Jacob have I 
loved, but Efau have 1 hated, are a quotation from 
Mal. i. 23 3. and were not ſpoken of the two brothers, 
but regard their poſterity only. The moſt, high God 
hated the Edomites as he hated Cain, the elder brother, | 
when he ſaid, If thou doeſt well, ſhalt thou not be 
accepted ? and if thou doeſt not well, fin, lieth at the 
door,” Gen, iv. 7. And he loved the children of Iſrael, 
which he calleth Jacob, as he loyed Abel, the younger 
brother, when he had reſpect unto Abel and to his 
offering, Gen. iv. 4. The ſin which the Edomites 
committed was the object of God's hatred ; ; they bated 
their brother like Cain; (for thy violence againſt thy 
brother Jacob, ſhame ſhall cover thee, and thou ſhalt be | 
gut off for ever,” Obadiah 3 i, 10. 


Many 


E 

Many people attempt to prove, that Eſau, the ſon of 
Tac, was a rejected reprobate; and that he periſhed in 
bis fins, from the words of St. Paul, Heb. xii. 16, 17. 
&« Leſt there be any fornicator, or prophane perſon, as 
Eſau, who for one morſel of meat fold his birth- right; 
for ye know how that afterward, when he would have 
inherited the blefling, he was rejected: for he found no 
place of repentance, though he ſought it carefully 
with tears.” Well, it muſt be granted that Paul doth 
ſpeak of Eſau as a perſon who was once prophane, and 
perhaps a fornicator; but that doth not prove that he 
never. was a fincere penitent afterward, “Such were 
ſome. of you, but ye are waſhed and ſanctified, faith 
Paul to the church of God at Corinth, 1 Cor. vi, II, 
but Eſau found no place of repentance left; very true: 
when he would have inherited the bleſſing he was rejected 
by his father: but we have no authority from ſeripture 
to ſay that he was rejected by the moſt high God; 
therefore, be fore we ignorantly and inſolently conſign 
the perſon of Eſau to hell flames and furies, we ought 
ſeriouſly to conſider that the repentance here mentioned 
was not Eſau's repentance, but Iſaac's—that is, when 
Iſaac had bleſſed Jacob, Eſau, with all his tears and im- 
portunity, could not prevail with him to recall it ; Iſaac 
would not repent of the blefling he had given to Jacob; 
& ] have bleſſed him, yea, and he ſhall be wiel . 
xxvii. 33. 


Ie is obvious that the moſt high God's giving the 
preference to Jacob, was according to his foreknow- 


ledge, and not by any decree of election and rejection; 


for Jacab did not receive the bleſſing either from God or 
ER bis 
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his father, till ſuch time as Eſau had deſpiſed and ſold 
bis birth-right, to which the bleſſing was annexed ; 


and from that time Jacob was counted the elder brother, 


and inherited the bleſſing. St. Paul's argument in the 
ixth of the Romans, in reſpe& to the Jews and Gen- 
tiles, doth appear to be ſimilar, which is evident from 
what is recorded in the 24th and following verſes. 


The Jews were the elder brother, but they deſpiſed 
their birth-right, rejected their Saviour, and fold him 
for thirty pieces of ſilver; but the Gentiles, who were 
the younger brother before, believed in Chriſt, and em- 
braced his doctrine, whereby they became the elder 
brother, and inherited the bleſſing, which the Jews re- 


jected. The kingdom of heaven, the goſpel diſpenſa- 


tion, was taken from them, and given to a nation bring- 
ing forth the fruits thereof, Matt. xxi. 43. And the 
Jews were doomed to remain a deſpicable people, and a 
bye · word among all nations, until the time of the un- 
believing Gentiles, which uſurp the land of Canaan, 
ſhall be fulfilled. Ver. 14. What ſhall we ſay then? 
is there unrighteouſneſs with God? God forbid.” That 
is, Will God be unjuſt in caſting off the ſeed of Abra- 
ham, Iſaac and Jacob, if they reje& his beloved Son, 
and hope to inherit eternal life by their ſtrict adherence 
to the Jaw of Moſes? And ſuppoſe he take the Gentiles 


into his ſpecial favor in their ſtead, which believe the 


revelation made by Chrift and his apoſtles, certainly we 
cannot accuſe him of injuſtice, Verſe the 15th he ſaith, 
to Moſes, I will have mercy on whom I will have 

| mercy; and I will have compaſſion on whom I will 
have compaſſion,” Verſe the 16th, „ So, then, it is 
not 


1 


not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but 
of God that ſheweth mercy, 


The moſt high God will have mercy on thoſe people 


ho do not flight mercy, but thankfully embrace his 
mercy and compaſſion, according to the diſpenſatie ns of 
his providence, and not according to the will or ac- 


tions of men ; God hath not caſt away his people which 
he foreknew, Rom. xii. 2. But the Jews who rejected 


' Chriſt might reaſonably expect to ſhare the ſame lot 


that Pharaoh and the Egyptians did, with whom their 


fathers were in bondage. Verſe the 17th, the ſcripture 
| faith unto Pharaoh, (Even for this ſame purpoſe have I 


raiſed thee up, that I might ſhew my power in thee, 


and that my name might be dectaied Ps all 
| the earth. 8 


5 wen, it muſt be granted, that the moſt high God 
raiſed | Pharaoh to great power and dignity; whom 
he would he flew, and whom he would he kept alive. 

But pray, did he raiſe Pharaoh up on purpoſe that he 


might deſtroy him, and ſhew his power in him before 
he had repeatedly rejected offered mercy with the moſt 


inſufferable infolence? I aniwer, No, far from it; 


Pharaoti' having long hardened his heart, after ſeveral 


warnings given him by Moſes, and awful judgments 


inflited on him and his kingdom, the moſt high 
God ſaid at length, that“ he would harden his heart, 
in his juſt judgment; that is, give him up unto vile 
affections, whereby his heart would be further harden- 
ed, and that he raiſed him up, and delivered him 


hitherto out of great dangers, for this ſame purpoſe to | 
make 
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make him an example of his juſt indignation againſt 
obdurate and ſtubborn rebels, as he foreknew the ma- | 
lignancy of his heart, and his abode, his going out and 
his coming in, and his rage againſt him, The caſe 
was ſimilar in reſpect to the Jews after they had violat- 
ed the holy law of God, and rejected the goſpel of 
Chriſt, He raiſed them up, and delivered their fathers 
out of the bloody hands of this ſame Pharaoh, and 
bare them on eagles' wings, that he might ſhew his 
mercy to them, and his power in them; and that his 
name, and the name of his beloved Son Jeſus, might be 
declared throughout all the earth ; but they were al- 
ways a ſtiff-necked generation z they forſook the Lord 
and worſhipped graven images ; they ſtoned his pro- 
phets, murdered his beloved Son, and refuſed to em- 
brace his doctrine : whereupon the moſt God ſent 
forth bis armies to deſtroy theſe murderers, and to 
burn their city. Verſe the 18th, © therefore hath he 
mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will 
he hardeneth.“ Very true, this doth correſpond ex- 
actly with what is recorded, 1 Sam. ii. 30. concerning 
the profligate ſons of Eli. Wherefore the Lord God 
of Iſrael ſaith, I ſaid indeed, that thy houſe, and the 
houſe of thy father, ſnould walk beſore me for ever.“ 
But now the Lord ſaith, „Be it far from me; for 
them that honor me, I will honor; and they that deſ- 
piſe me, ſhall be lightly eſteemed.” 


By God's hardening in ſcripture, we are not to un- 
derſtand any poſitive action of his, whereby he putteth 
wickedneſs into men, or increaſeth that which is al- 
ready 1 in them, for then he would be the author of fin, 

which 
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which to afſert is the higheſt blaſphemy. The ſigns" 
chat were wrought upon Pharcah were in themſelves 
very proper to ſoften him; and moſt of them, while 
they continued, had that effect; but when the Lord in 
merey removed the judgments, his induration was 
greater than it was before; he did not fear the rod, and 
who had appointed it; which rendered his cataſtrophe 
more intolerable : the caſe is ſimilar where we read of 
the moſt high God as hardening the hearts of the 
Jews; and blinding their eyes. Certainly the divine 
doctrine our bleſſed Saviour taught, and the ſtupendous 
miracles he wrought, were ſufficient to ſoften the Jews 

hearts, and to open their eyes; but when they wilfully 
3 rejected the counſel of God againſt themſelves, and 
4 did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God 
gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do thoſe things 
: which are not convenient, Rom. i, 28. In ver. 19. 
ö there is a reply of the perverſe Jews brought 'in, to what 
| the apoſtle had ſaid to-them- in thoſe: foregoing, which ; 
probably they had mide on the like occaſion! when N 
| Paul was at Rome, Thou wilt ſay, then, unto me; 
1 why doth he yet find fault? for who hath reſiſted his 
will ? Why doth he yet find fault with us, for not 
believing in your Jeſus ?: for who hath reſiſted his 
will? Was not the Jaw of Moſes the preceptive will 
of God? Then why is he angry with the poor Jews, 
and reſolved to puniſh us in an exemplary manner? 1 
for we are ſo far from rej Cting his law, that it is only | 
our zeal for that which doth make us reject your chriſ- 
tian religion, If what thou haſt ſpoken is truth, 
„ that he will have mercy on whom he will have mer | 
cy,“ and harden the reſt in their ins, his counſel ſhall - | | 
ſtand, 


8 
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ſtand, who can reſiſt his decree ? If he hath determined | 
to make the Gentiles his peculiar people, and to reject. 


the ſeed of Abraham—it will be in vain for us to be- 
lieve the goſpel. = 5 


We are now to enter upon the firſt of the four 
verſes. from whence reprobation is deducible in the 
judgment of the Rev. Mr. Toplady ; but theſe verſes 
are ſo far from proving probation, that they are only 
four queſtions propounded to the unbelieving Jews, by 
the great apoſtle St. Paul, Rom. ix. 20. Nay, but, | 
O man, who art thou that replieſt againſt God? Shall 
the thing formed ſay to him that formed it, Why haſt 
thou made me thus? Nay, but, O man, who art 
thou that thou doſt preſume to tax the wiſdom of God, 
as though he acted unjuſtly ? May not God abrogate 
the ceremonial law according to his own good pleaſure ? 
« Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the ſame 
lump to make one veſſel unto honor, and another unto. 
diſhonor ?” ver. 21. Doth not the prophet Jeremiah 
declare, * that the veſſel which the potter made of 
clay, was marred in his hand ; ſo he made it again 
another veſſel, as ſeemed good to the potter to make it? 
And doth not the moſt high God declare by the mouth, 
of the ſame prophet, that the houſe of Iſrael are in 
his hand as clay in the hand of the potter; and that he 
can do with them as the potter did with his clay?“ 
Are not the Jews and Gentiles clay of the fame lump? 
T he potter's veſſel was made by his hands, before it was 
marred in his hands; otherwiſe, how could he make 
it again another veſle] ? it was marred by the filth it 
contracted after it was made, Ver. 22. What if 

| | Ged, 
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God, willing to ſhew his wrath, and to 'make his 
power known, endured with much long ſuffering, the 
veſſels of wrath fitted to deſtruction ?” What, if God 
endured with much long ſuffering the rebellion of 
your idolatrous fathers, when they hardened their 
hearts in the provocation, in the day of temptation in 
the wilderneſs, and likewiſe your daring rebellion, in 
murdering his beloved Son, and rejecting the precepts 
of the goſpel, ſhall he not be willing to ſhew his 
wrath, now ye are veſſels of wrath, having filled up the 
meaſure of your iniquity, and fitted yourſelves to de- 
ſtruction? Cannot God juſtly, - notwithſtanding your 
pretended zeal for the law of Moſes, of a glorious 
nation once dignified with extraordinary privileges, 
make you a baſe and contemptible people? are not 
you marred in the hand of your glorious potter? 4 Her 
filthineſs is in her Ninth, ſhe meer not her laſt 
* ” T | 


It i 8 050 of obſervation, that the moſt high God 
endured with much long - ſuffering the veſſels of wrath 
fitted to deſtruction; and, if we believe the word of 
God, the forbearance of God, and his long-ſuffering, 
is the riches of his goodneſs, ; and the goodneſs of God 
leadeth men to repentance,” Rom. ii. 4. but the Jews 


deſpiſed the long-ſuffering of God, whereby they became | 


veſſels of wrarh, and fitted themſelves to deftruQtion, 
This is the doctrine of the goſpel ; but not the docu- 
ments of Mr, ee I i HIS MEL 


n wot 5050 God * faid to Puig with much 
_ * veſſels of wrath, if he was determined by 
E that 


1 1 
that ſovereign immutable act of his own will, to leave 
them to periſh in their ſins ? If veſſels of diſhonor are 
rejected reprobates, thoſe unhappy victims of divine 
wrath are only under a momentary reſpite from hell, 
during the term of their natural lives : ſuch perſons 
muſt be objects of the potter's wrath from eternity, and 
made by the potter in wrath, as veſſels of wrath and 
diſhonor, only in time z conſequently they could never 
be fitted for any thing but endlefs wrath and deſtruQion, 
as the potter was determined to leave them to periſh in 
their fins : ** and that he might make knowntheriches of 
his glory on the veſſels of mercy, which he had afore 
prepared unto glory.” ver. 23. | 


We have now finiſhed Mr. Toplady's quotation, 


which he ſelected to prove feprobation. After which he 
modeſtly aſketh the following queſtion, © Now, are 
theſe the words of ſcripture, or are they not? If not, 
prove the forgery. If they be, you cannot fight againſt 
reprobation, without fighting againſt God.” To this 
I anſwer—[ndeed, Sir, they are the words of ſcripture z 


but yet you cannot fight for reprobation with theſe 


weapons, without fighting againſt God, Why did you 
not, previous to this bold affertion, quote the following 
verſes, that we might thereby have known what God 


hath made known in his word, even the riches of his 


glory on the veſſels of mercy ; and who thoſe veſſels of 
mercy are which he hath afore prepared unto glory ? 
They are a remnant of all nations, both of Jews and 
Gentiles ; even every perſon upon earth, which he 


foreknew would give diligence to make their calling 


and election ſure, ſhall inherit the kingdom prepared 
for 
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for him from the foundation of the 5 and theſe 
veſſels of mercy are afore prepared unto glory, according 
to the foreknowledge of God, and yet there is room: 
hell was prepared for the devil and his angels, but 
wicked men prepare themſelves for hell. Let us quote 


the two following verſes only, · Even us whom he hath 


called, not of the Jews only, but alſo of the Gentiles. 
As he faith alſo in Oſee, I will call them my people, 
which were not my people; and her beloved, which 
was not beloved,” ver. 24, 25- But pray, how could 

the moſt high God declare, by the mouth of his pro- 
phet Hoſea, that he would call the Geatiles his people, 
which were not his people; and her beloved, which 
was not beloved, if there was from eternity an abſolute 
decree of election and rejection? for, certainly, if there 
were any perſons or people abſolutely elected by that 
eternal unconditional act of the divine will, in matchleſs 
love; thoſe people were always beloved; and reprobates 
that God hath determined to leave to periſh in their 
fins, by that eternal immutable act of his divine 
will, could not be called a beloved people, either in 
time or eternity. So far is Rom. ix. from proving 
reprobation, that it doth prove to a demonſtration the 
univerſal hengvolence of our r great Creator to all man- 


kind, 


In page 50, 51. are the following words, Let us, 
moreover, with all the reſpect and caution due to a 
ſubject ſo awful, enquire whether it be not, according 
to the ſcripture account, plain, poſitive matter of fact, 
that God hath left ſome men in their fins, to be juſtly 
N for chem. —What i is the reaſon aſſigned by the 
= 3 | - * © Spirid 
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Spirit of God, why the profligate ſons of Eli were 


deaf to their father's expoſtulations? They hearkened  * 


not to the voice of their Father, becauſe the Lord would 
ſlay them (1 Sam. ii. 25.) In other words, God had 
determined to leave them to periſh in their ſins, and to 
be juſtly puniſhed for them.” So far the learned 
Gentleman at preſent. , Y + 3) 


Well, Mr, Toplady doth enquire with all the caution 
duc to a ſubje& ſo awful, if we believe his ipſe dixit, 
whether his plan of rejection and præterition is not 
according to ſcripture z and doth pretend to prove that 
the moſt high God had determined to leave the profligate 
ſons of Eli to periſh in their ſins, by a quotation from 
1 Sam. ii. 25. But pray, Sir, are not you a tranſpoſer 
and interpolator of the lively oracles of God? Why 
did you not aſſign the true reaſon given by the Spirit of 
God in the preceding verſes, why the ſons of Eli were 
left to periſh in their fins, before you preſumed to affirm 

that the bleſſed Spirit of God aſſigned the decree of 
' God to leàve them to periſh, as a reaſon of their periſh- 
ing ? the ſons of Eli had been guilty of the moſt daring 
rebeilion, even to the prophanation of holy things and 
holy places. Wherefore the ſin of the young men 
was very great before the Lord; for men abhorred the 
offering of the Lord,” 1 Sam. ii. 17. Now Eli 
was very old, and heard all that bis ſons did unto all 
Iſrael, and how they lay with the women that aſſembled 
at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 
And' he faid unto them, Why do ye ſuch things ? 
for I hear of your evil dealings by all this people. Nay, 
my ſons; for it is no good report that I hear; ye 
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make the Lord's people to tranſgreſs: if one man fin 
againſt another, the judge ſhall judge him; but if a 
man ſin againſt the Lord, who ſhall-intreat for him?“ 
ver. 22—25. The remainder of the 25th verſe ie 
Mr. Toplady's quotation, the firſt word excepted, which 
he ſagaciouſly omitted, **Notwithſtanding they hearkened 
not unto the voice of their Father, becauſe the Lord 
would flay them.” But theſe men had been guilty of 
ſacrilege and fornication, +if- not adultery, before the 
decree: came forth, that the Lord would flaythem ;- and 
they were the prieſts of the Lord too, which was an 
aggravation of their crime: however, in order to prove 

from indiſputable authority that theſe men were not re- 
jected and left in a ſtate of præterition by the eternal 
decree of God, let us quote ver. 30. of the ſame chap- 
ter: Wherefore, the Lord God of Iſrael ſaith, I 
ſaid, indeed, that thy houſe, and the houſe of thy Father, 
ſhould walk before me for ever: but now the Lord 
ſaith, Be it far from me: for them that honor me, I 
will honor, and they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly 
eftcemed,” The moſt high God declared to Eli, by 
the mouth of his prophet Samuel, that he would “judge 
his houſe for ever, for the iniquity which he knew: 


becauſe his ſons made themſelves vile, and he 9 | 
them not, 1 Sam. iii. 13. 


Let us re- aſſume the theme in our learned Gentleman's 
narration, page 51. ** Many other inſtances might be 
produced from the Old Teſtament. I ſhall, However, 
carry my appeal to the New. And my following proofs 


_ of that propoſition ſhall be taken; SITTING wy epiſtes, 
but from the goſpels,” | 


wel, 


- 


1 ; 


Well, chriſtian reader, you may perceive that it hath 
| pleaſed Mr. Toplady to carry his appeal to the New m 


Teftament ; and I am determined to follow him, and 
appeal to the e without heſitation. 


His firſt proof is une from Matt. Xi. 23. % Thou 
Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, ſhalt be 
brought down to hell: for if the mighty works which 
have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it 
would have remained unto this day.” But here again 
you have been guilty of ſophiſtry, Sir: why did not you 
examine the context, and aſſign the true reaſon why 
our bleſſed Lord threatened Capernaum and other cities, 
before you audacioufly affirmed that God had deter- 
mined to leave thoſe criminals to periſh in their fins ; 
or that he hath hid the great Mings of converſion and 
ſalvation, from the wiſe and prudent, before they re- 
jected mercy? Then began he to upbraid the cities, 
wherein moſt of his mighty works were done: For 
what ? © Becauſe they repented not.“ O dark enigma ! 
If there is any abſolute decree of election and rejection, 
ſurely theſe cities muſt have obtained repentance one 
time or other, if they were elected by that eternal un- 
conditional act of the divine will; and if God was 
determined to leave them to periſh, in their ſins by that 
eternal and immutable act of his will, they could never 
obtain repentance. | 


We endeavor to make a noſe of wax of the ſcripture, 
if we believe that our bleſſed Saviour threatened rejected 
reprobates with no leſs puniſhment than eternal dam- 

nation for not repenting and believing the goſpel. 
« Wo 


[9% + 


Wo unto thee, Chorazin, wo unto thee, Bethſaidag 
for if the mighty works which were done in you, had 
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented 
long ago in ſackcloth and aſhes,” | 


Now I ſhould be extremely glad if the Rev. Mr. 
Toplady, as a member of the community, and a miniſter 
of the goſpel, would be plezſed to inform the public, 
| what mighty works could have induced Tyre and Sidon 

to have repented long ago in ſackcloth and aſhes, if they 
were rejected by the eternal decree of God ? Where 
are your proofs for reprobation from the goſpel pov, 
worthy Sir? « But I ſay unto you, it ſhall be more 
tolerable for FO and Sidon at the day of judgment, 
than for you.” This is exactly according to what we 

read, Luke xii. 47, 43. * And that ſervant which knew 
his Lord's will, and prepared not himſelf, neither did 
according to his will, ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes: 
but he that knew not, and did commit things worthy 


1 ſtripes, ſhall be beaten with few ſtripes; for unto. 


whomſoever much is given, of him ſhall be much re- 
quired.” The following verſe is your quotation, © And 
thou Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, ſhalt 
be brought down to hell: for if the mighty works 
which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, 
it would have remained until this day.” This portion 
of ſcripture doth clearly evince that the inhabitants of 
Sodom were not rejected reprobates ; ; for they would 
have repented, had they but ſeen the mighty works our 
bleſſed Saviour performed i in  Capernaum, You ackno - 
lea that God knew the citizens of Sodom would 

have 


8 


have reformed their conduct, had his providence made 
uſe of effectual means to that end; ſtill (you ſay) theſe 
effectual means were not vouchſafed : and you next 
propoſe the following modeſt queſtion, ** What is this, 
but ſaying, that God had determined to leave thoſe 


criminals to periſh in their ſins, and to be juſtly puniſhed 


for them?” Indeed, Sir, you form bad premiſes and 
worſe concluſions. What ! did the moſt high God 
deſtroy the inhabitants of Sodom with fire and brim- 
ſtone, before means had been made uſe of to reclaim 
them; though he knew, at the ſame time, that they 
would have reformed their conduct, had effeQual means 
been vouchſafed ? Beware, Sir, left haply you be 
found even to fight againſt God; © for every one 
ſhall be ſalted with fire, and every ſacrifice ſhall be 
falted with ſalt,” Mark ix. 50. Did not their brutal 
and helliſh luſts retard the means which ought to have 
been effectual, and thereby render them ineffectual? Was 


not Lot ſent into Sodom to forewarn the inhabitants | 


of impending danger, and to call them to repentance ? 
Doth not St. Peter declare, that God „delivered juſt 
lot, vexed with the filthy converſation of the wicked; 
for that righteous man dwelling among them, in ſeeing 
and bearing, vexed his righteous ſoul from day to 
day with their unlayful deeds,” 2 Pet. ii. 7, 8. 


In the following pages Mr. Toplady doth n many 
texts from the goſpels, in order to validate his darling, 
ſympathetic ſyſtem of rejection and præterition: At- 
tamen, O infelix omen! there is not one of theſe proofs 


that doth combine and join iſſue with his documents; 


they are either predictions deducible from the old 
Teſtament, 


by 


Ly 
+ 2 


 T. 
T eſtament, according to the foreknowledge of God ; 


or threatenings denounced againſt the contumacious 
impenitent ſinner. 7 


Letus now take a hop to page 64, 65. The death 
of Jeſus Chriſt was both the moſt important event that 


ever came to paſs, and the moſt finful act (in his mur- 


derers) that ever was committed. So wonderful are the 
ways of God !—This great event was predeſtinated in 
all its circumſtances. It was not a matter of chance, 


but a matter of decree.” So far our learned caſuiſt, 


Well, chriflian reader. if we believe the Rev. Mr. 


Toplady's aſſertions, we muſt believe that the death of 
Jeſus Chriſt was the moſt ſinful act (in his murderers) _ 


that ever was committed. We muſt likewiſe believe, 


with a diabolical faith, that“ this great event was pre- 
deſtinated in all its circumſtances :” conſequently, * it 


was not a matter of chance, but a matter of decree.” 
Pray, could the decree of an infinite God be ſinful ? By 


no means. Impoſſible, Very well, fo far: but pray, 
Sir, if this great event was predeſtinated in all its eir- 
cumſtances, could any circumſtance, which tended to 


the accompliſhment of this great event, be ſinful? By 


no means; except the decree which predeſtinated the 
accompliſhment of this great event, in all its circum- 
ſtances, was originally and progreſſively ſinful. If the 
moſt high God predeſtinated this great event, in all its 


circumſtances, he predeſtinated Judas to betray Chriſt, 


and the Jews to deliver him up to be crucified ; for theſe 


circumſtances are the means by which this great event, 
the. death of Jeſus Chriſt, was accomplilhed, This is 
L doctrine 
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doctrine of devils, and not the documents of the goſ- 
pel. Search the ſcriptures : * Him being delivered 
by the determinate counſel and foreknowjedge of God, 


ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucihed and 
ſlain,” Acts ii. 23. | | 


T truſt all chriſtians will admit that the moſt bigh 
God foreknew, from eternity, the malignity of the 


Jews' hearts, as weil as he did at the awful period when 
they murdered our bleſſed Saviour: conſequently it 


muſt be ſtupid nonſenſe and horrid blaſphemy to af- 


firm, that God predeſtinated, in all its circumſtances, 
a crime of the deepeſt dye; when he foreknew, from 
eternity, that eact. circumſtance would be brought 
about, exactly as it is at this day, by divine permiſſion 
only. The words import no more than this—that the 


moſt high God foreknew, from eternity, the miſerable 


condition into which man would fall, and likewiſe all 
its antecedents, concomitants, and conſequences ; and 
by bis determinate counſel, confonant to his foreknow- 
ledge, it was his pleaſure, in boundieſs mercy to man, 
to bring again from the dead his beloved Son Jeſus, 
through the blood of the everlaſting covenant, and to 
reſign him into the murdering hands of this vagabond 
crew; and permit the very men to murder him which 
he ſorekne w would conſtantly thirſt after his precious 
blood: but this determinate counſe] of God was no 
decree—thele men had rejected the counſel of God 
againſt themſelves, long before they took counſel againſt 
the bleſſed Jeſus to put him to death; and that T will 
8 5 from ſcripture, * And all the people that heard 
| him, 


1 
him, and the publicans, juſtified God, being bapt zed 
with the baptiſm of John : but the Phariſees and Law- 
vers rejected the counſel of God againſt themſelves, 
being not baptized of him;” Luke vii. 29. 30. It was 
impoſſible that either the decree or ſimple preſcience of 


a holy God ſhould influence a ſinful event—it happened 


indeed exactly. as God foreſaw it; and God foreſaw it, 
becauſe it would: happen: and he brought good, even- 
tually, out of evil, to his own glory, and the welfare of 
immortal ſouls ; as Joſeph ſaid to his brethren.“ But 
as for you, ye thought evil againſt me; but God meant 
it unto good, to bring to pals, as it is this day, ta lays 
much Mee alive,” Gen. 1. +20, | 
If we 2 to I one ae-lep farther, and blaſ- 
phemouſly aſſert, that a ſinful event was predeſtinated 
in all its circumſtances, we charge the moſt high God 
with concurrence, at leaſt, in each circumilance of 
that ſinful l A 15 
Lada us Faves Fuſe or; three of Mr. Toplady's 
quotations in the ſame page, which are the goſpel 
proofs of his propolition—that the Jews acted conſonant 
to the decree of God, when they imbrued their wicked 
hands in the precious blood of his Son Jeſus. * Think- 
eſt thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he 
ſhall preſently give me more than twelve legions of an- 
gels ? But how: then ſhall the ſcriptures be fulfilled, 
that thus it muſt be? Matt. xxvi. 53, 54. 


Now 1 humbly beg. leave to propoſe the following 
queſtion, Would God tbe Father give his beloved 
L 2 Son 


* 
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Son Jeſus more than twelve legions of angels to fruſ- 
trate an event predeſtinated in all its circumſtances, 
by his eternal decree ? You ſay, © It was not a matter 
of chance, but a matter of Ceres -__ whete is 
your decree now, Sir? 


The next words are, But how then ſhall the ſcrip- 


tures be fulfilled, that thus it muſt be? Not, how then 
ſhall the eternal decree of God be fulfilled, that thus it 


muſt be? Why could not the ſcriptures be fulfilled, - 


except our bleſſed Saviour was crucified ? The anſwer is 
eaſy : All ſcripture is given by inſpiration of God ; our 
bleſſed Lord muſt be crucified, conſonant to the fore- 
knowledge of God; his crucifixion was predicted by 
him that cannot lye, who foreknew that the Jews would 
deliver him to Pilate to be crucified. ©* The Son of 
man goeth, as it is written of, him,” Matt. xxvi. 24. 
« Then ſaid he unto them, O fools and ſlow of heart 
to believe all that the prophets have ſpoken,” Luke 
xxiv. 25. But there are ſome of you that believe not; 
for Jeſus knew from the beginning who they were that 


believed not, and who ſhould betray him,” John vi. 64. 


Moreover, our bleſſed Saviour declared to Pilate, “ that 
his kingdom was not of this world ; if his kingdom 
were of this world, then would his ſervants fight, that 
he ſhould not be delivered to the Jews,” John xviii. 36. 


Pray, would our bleſſed Lord command his ſervants to 


fight againſt the eternal decrees of God, if his kingdom 
had been of this world? Judas is termed the fon of 
perdition, you ſay, and when he died, is ſaid to have 
gone to his own place. Very true; but you ought to 


. that Judas {by tranſgreſſion fell from the 
| miniſtry, 


x 
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0 7 iter that he might go to his own place. We are 75 
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vilty of the moſt wanton blaſphemy againſt Jeſus 


/ ; Chriſt; when we affirm, that he called to the miniſtry 


and apoſtleſhip, in time, a perſon, who was a rejected 
reprobate, and the predeſtinated Son of perdition, to 
betray the bleſſed Jeſus from eternity. Mr. Toplady's 
other quotations are Mark viii. 31. Luke xxii. 37. 
Luke xxiv. 7. Acts i. 16. Acts iv. 27, 28. However, 
whether we confider theſe texts of ſcripture ſeparately; 


or all ſcripture collectively, they do not afford us the 
| leaſt hint that there was any decree predeſtinated in all 


Its circumſtances to murder the Prince of peace; but 
theſe quotations lead us to the s long IO 
_ Pages | 


Page 65. 0 throughout the whole, they afted 
"freely. The Jews delivered him to Pilate from a prin- 
ciple of envy and hatred. As the prophet ſays. in 
another caſe, ** They knew not the thoughts of he 
Lord, neithet underſtood they his counſel. No thanks 
to them, that the decree of God was fulfilled; and the 
ſalvation of the church effected, by their putting Chriſt 
to death. They were as free and unforced in willing 
his crucifixion, ard in bringing it about, as'if there had 
been no decree in the caſe.” So far our learned caſuiſt. 


Well; if this, or any other paragraph which T have 
tranſcribed from this vindication of the decrees and pro- 
vidence of God, are agreeable to the word of God, let 
thiſtles grow inſtead of wheat, and cockle inflead of 
N My quotations from the Rev. Mr. ene 


„ 1 
** 
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You ſay, te The Jews aQed freely, and delivered ouy 
bleſſed Saviour to Pilate from a principle of envy and 


hatred.“ From what principle did the decree proceed 
which predeſt nated (h s great event, in all its circum- 
ances? Anſwer this queſtion point blank in the pre- 
fence of God, as the prophet ſays in another caſe, * They 


knew not the thoughts of the Lord, neither underſtood 


they his counſel ?“ Very true; but the Lord underſtood 
his own counſel : then I ſhould be very glad to know, 


as you exclude blind chance from having any hand in 


the performance, how the Jews could exactly fulfil the 


decree of the Lord, predeſtinated in all its circumſtances, 


if their volitions were not under ſome ſuaſive influence 
to fulfil his counſel. No thanks to them (you ſay) 


that the decree of God was fulfilled, and the ſalvation 


of the church effected by their putting Chriſt to death. 
If all this be true, their putting Chriſt to death was the 
means by which the decree of God was fulfilled, and 
the ſalvation of the church the effect of that means,” Va- 
date this bold aſſertion, and then let the public judge, 
whether or no the Jews did not merit thanks by their 


putting Chriſt-to death? By this blaſphemous ſpeech you 


endeavor to ſet aſide the merits of the precious blood of 
Chriſt, and the benefits which we receive thereby: and 


you afcribe the glory which is due to God to the blood- 


thirſty hands of the murdering Jews. But you declare, 
that © they were as free and unforced in willing bis 
erucifixion, and in bringing it about, as if there had been 


no decree in the caſe.” If there was a decree in the 
caſe, pray, how did it ſhew its ſignification? It muſt 
be a very. quaint decree which had neither a coercive, or 


ſuaſive quality. If there was a decree in the caſe, with 


what 


ö 


: „% Lo 
what propriety of ſpeech could à woe be denounced 
againſt one of the principal inſtruments to fulfil this de- 
cree ? „But wo unto that man/by whom the Son of 
man is betrayed : it had been good for that man, if he 


had not been born,” Matt. xxvi. 24. We read, . that 


<< after the ſop, ſatan entered into Judas, John xiit. 27. 
Pray, was there any decree in reſpect to ſatan's enter- 
ing into Judas? There certainly muſt, if this great 
event was predeſtinated in all its circumſtances ;' for 
that was a very awful and circumambient circumſtance. 
Here I will, for the preſent, ſhake hands with the 


INCOMPARABLE TRANSLATOR. of Zauchius, by 


g'Ving _ a word or two of . 
Whiteldees 0 Mr. Avoigei Tordauat let 57 
righteouſneſs, and your iniquities by ſhe wing mercy to 


the poor, if it may be a lengthening of your tranquil 
litiy. Sin no more, left a worſe thing come unto you. Do 


not preſume to call your blaſphemous libel, A Vindi- 
cation of the Decrees and Providence of God]; for it is 


a very lame vindication of imaginary decrees; the forced 


product of a deluded, PREDESTINARIAN" brain, Let 


not your furious party-zeal and ſelf-ſufficiency prompt 
you to exhibit our great and glorious Creator as rejeCt= | 
ing, and leaving in a ſtate of præterition, from eternity, 


the greateſt part of thoſe poor ſinful. creatures he'was 


graciouſly pleaſed to create in time, He bath created = | 
things, and for his pleaſure they are and were creat 


Rev. iv. 11. Then how can that man love God, r 


deſpiſeth his fellow citizens, of the world; and doth in- 


ſolently declare, that the God of love had pleaſure in 
creating 


counſel be acceptable unto you |: Break off your fins by "4 


ereating a vaſt BEEN of ale creatures, bin 


were rejected, and left in a ſtate of reprobation, by 1 | 


eternal :decrees ? 5+ The Lord bath not pleafare in 


wickedneſs, neither ſhall evil dwell with him,” Plalm © - 


v. g. But yet he bath no pleaſure in the death of the 


wicked, Ezek. xxxiii. 11. for as the heaven is high 
above the earth, ſo great is his mercy wards | them 


chat fear him,” Plalia cili. 11. | I 


9 * . 


Gan any ſincere chriſtian read, with due atraritiats 


all makind ? Indeed they cannot, except they are ob- 


ſtinately perverſe and irreclaimable: Hear, O. heavens; 


and give ear, O earth; for the Lord God hath ſpoken, 


I have nouriſhed and brought up children, and they 


gave rebelled againſt me. The ox knoweth his owner, 
and the aſs his maſter's crib : but Iſrael doth not know, 
my people doth not conſider,” Iſaiah i. 2, 3. Come 
now and let us reaſon together, ſaith the Lord: though 
your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as hite as ſnow:: 
though they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as 
wool, ver. 18. 


Þ 
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Hold 1 tis too 1 for thought e no 6 more! | 


But in ſafe filence awfully adore. 


2 WO. n 


the firſt chapter of the prophet Iſaiah ; ponder on it, 
and aſk wiſdom of God; and after that call in queſtion . 
the univerſal benevolence of our great Creator towards 


: 3 
Loſt in th'immenſe aby ſs, man can but Tees... £9 
That he who knows God bt mn; wn 215 be. 
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